AAA AAA 


THE 


Female Politician: 
OR THE 


STATEMaxUnnas D. 


NO V EL. 


PEP VEEPEO BED | 


* 
— 
* 
2 
— 
* 
4. 
4 
8 
RATE 
4 * 
* * 


* 


THE 
Female Politician; 


OR THE 


* 


STATESMANU NMASK'D. 


NOVEL 


By the Author of TAE PRrUDE, 


* 


— 


ä * — 


„„ — 


Severe Decrees may keep our Tongues in Awe ; 
But to our Thoughts what Edict can give Law? 
Ev'n you yourſelf to your own Breaſt ſhall tell 
Your Crimes, and your own Conſcience be your Hell. 
| Dey oven. 
For he that has but Impudence, 
To all Things has a fair Pretence ; 
And put amongſt his Wants but Shame, 
To all the World may lay his Claim. We | 
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14 
a £ AM conſcious how 


nius capable would 
mz have, were he to e- 
its the Mind on the great, 
the glorious Subject of your 
Ladyſhip's, and .my Lord's 
noble Anceſtors, Whether he 
deſcribed 


DEDICATION. 


deſeribed the Hero, or the 
Patron; the Warrior which 
made Europe tremble, or the 
Counſellor to whoſe guiding 
Wiſdom we owe the Safety of 
the Nation. 
Bur with what Rapture 
would the inſpired Poet paint 
the various Charms, the many 
ſhining Beauties, who have 
graced the Britiſh Court, both 
of the Churchills and Brud e- 
nella] Thus united, what will 
not this, and future Ages, hope 
of 5 and Excellent, from 
your lovel Offipring? _ 
Bu r, tho? your N 


has a ae Virtues inhe- 
rent from your noble Ance- 
ſtors, adorned with all the 
blooming 


„ 


Wonder, the 
this Iſle; yet *tis from your 
Benignity, and innate Com- 


DEDICATION. 


blooming Beauty which makes 
your illuſtrious Farents the 
Adoration of 


paſſion, I hope for Pardon in 

aſpiring to beg your Lady- - 
ſhip's Protection of this Piece; 
our Approbation having 


Power to incline the World 


to receive it favourably. 
Iam, MADAM, 
Nour Ladyſhip's moſt dutiful, 


Moft obedient humble Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


LETTER 


From a Gentleman to the 
Bookſeller, upon his deſir- 
ing his Opinion of the Copy: 


Ee CANNOT but own, 
aw when you told me this 
Movel was done by the 
Author of r HR PruUDE, 
T was partial to it. 
For tho it cannot be denied, there 
are many juvenile Strokes, as well 
as Irregularities in the Diction, yet 
TE Th the 


1 
| the Plan, ] believe, is allowed by 0 
1 that have read it, as well laid as 
the beft Writings of that Sort ; it f 
being natural, and every little Cir- 
cumſtance probable. The Diſtreſs is 
extremely fine; and, what I think 
a great Beauty in it, is, after leav- 
ing the Reader with a thorough De- 
teſtation to Belvill's Falſhood, when 
you come to the Story of, Clarion- 


ville, you pity him more' than the 
long-d ifireſs d Emelia. 


De 


WHAT till Brighten the Story, 
we are not leſs delighted with the 
fine Strokes of her maternal Tender- 
| = for her Son, than when ſhe ap- 
if pears in her Bloom of Youth, flrug- 
Bm ling amidſt ſo many Temptations. I 
never read a more agreeable Cha- 
racter of the Sex's. She is made a 
Perſon of great, tho not romantick 
Virtue. 


Lü 


irtue. Lyſander wounded in her 
Defence, and the ſame Moment found 
7 o be her Son, is inimitable. 


J expected, like Painters, who, as 
vell as Poets, generally make a. Re- 
emblance in all their Beauties as 
Characters, ſomething of the ſame 
„ Turn; and was pleaſingly ſurprized, 
to find it ſo very oppoſite, and yet 
good. Amiana ſhines in the 
faſhionable GREAT WorLD, with 
the eaſy Virtue of a well-bred 
Gentlewoman. Flavia and Beaufly 
are to be met in many Families. 
Madam La Mode is à very good 
Subject of Ridicule. The Deſcrip- 
tion of De Amie is like one of 
Shakeſpear's; his Virtues are to be 
revered, tho blended with Faults. 
It's certain, there have been ſuch 


People as Madam De Baſſonville and 
* Mecænas; 


1 Mecænas; But, above all, the Che- 

= valier De Baſſonville appears with 
a ſuperiour Genius, thi not much 
introduced in the Scene. 
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; ADAM De oil wig left 
a Widow, with a very ſmall 

Eftate; and three Children; this 
mwacde the Death of her Huſ- 
| band (Who was poſſeſt of ſeveral conſider- 
able Imployments) almoſt inſupportable to 
her. Ihe could not bear the mortifying 
Thought of being forced to retire into the 
Country, and lead a private Life, baniſhed 
from the Gaieties of a Court (in which ſhe 
had been bred from her Infancy) but rather 
choſe to ſtruggle with the Difficulties of a 
narrow Fortune, and ſtill keep up her Ac- 
quaintance. She had a good Complexion, 
an agreeable Air, a _—_ Wit, and a very 
infuwadog Addrets,- 
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2 \ The FEMALE POLITICIAN. 
Ir was her good Fortune, a few Months 


after the Death of her Huſband, to ingra- 


riate herſelf into the Favour of the chief 
Miniſter (whom we ſhall mention by the 
Name of Mecenas); who without ſuffering 
her to paſs through the Plagues of a tedi- 
ous Solicitation, ſoon obtain'd for her a 
handſome Penſion. This, with other conſi- 
derable Favours he beſtow'd on her, occa- 
fion'd ſome ill natur d Reflections, as making 
not only very obliging Returns herſelf, without 


expreſſing the leaſt Uneaſineſs at his Amuſe- 


ments with the Fair: But, on the contrary, 
ſhe had the greateſt Friendſhip for the Per- 


ſon whoſe Charms had moſt Influence on 
Mecænas. Let in ſpight of all that Envy 
could invent, ſhe had the Skill, or good 
Fortune, to conceal (if guilty) any Acti- 
on that might juſtly deſerve Blame; and her 


Happineſs in keeping Mecenas's Friendſhip, 


| join'd with her good Luck at Play, had ſo 


enlarged her Fortune, that few, Ladies 


thought themſelves well acquainted with 
the polite World, unleſs they viſited Madam 


De Baſſonville. 


To her Son, the Chevalier De Baſſin- 
ville, Mecænas had given a very handſome 
Poſt in the * for his Vears; ſo that 


now 


The FEMALE POLITICIAN... 3 


now her only Care was to match her Daugh- 
ters, who were grown Women, before their 
Mother had loſt all thoſe Charms that 
create a peculiar Reſpe& from Mankind. 
Flavia, the eldeſt, was handſome, but too 
affected, with ſoill-natur'd a Turn of Wit, 
in all ſhe ſaid or did, that moſt of her Ac- 
quaintance fear'd, and by conſequence hated 
her; while Chalet, the younger, though not 
poſleſs'd of ſo many perſonal Charms, had 
ſo obliging a Manner, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to know her, and not become her 
Friend. 

ONE Day, as Madam De Baſſonville was 
going to meet a Relation ſhe expected to 
Town, Mecenas juſt then viſiting her, and 
letting her know he had Buſineſs, ſhe bid 
her Daughters go and pay her Complimenc 
to the Lady, and bring her home. 


As ſoon as they were alone, Mecænas told 5 
her that not above two Hours before, Ma- 


demoiſelle La Mode's Brother dy'd of an apo- 
plectick Fit. After Madam De Baſſonville 
had expreſs d her Amazement at the Acci- 
dent, he proceeding in his Diſcourſe; ſaid, 
Vou are ſenſible that Mademoiſelle, by her 
Brother's Death, is become one of the great- 
eſt Fortunes we have in France; and know- 
B 2 ing 
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ing what Intereſt you have in that Lady, 
I am, added he, come to deſire you would 
take the. firſt Opportunity, to mention my 
Son to her, for a Huſband, in a Way that 
may incline her Conſent. Madam De Baſ- 


ſenville not receiving this Propoſal with that 


Readineſs ſhe generally did whatever his 
Lordſhip requeſted, which he obſerving, and 
letting her underſtand he did; after a lit- 
tle Pauſe, ſhe ſaid, I believe Mecenas knows 
I have too great a Deference for his Com- 
mands, not readily to obey them ; but am 
afraid in this Affair, ſome trifling Accident 
has happen'd that will make it more diffi- 


cult than you imagine: For, among all the 


Ladies that viſit here, De Amie never 
ſhewed ſo great a Diſlike to any as Made- 
moiſelle La Mode. You know the is very fond 
of affecking the gay, the lively Airs; and 
often is ſo unfortunate, that when ſhe only 
aims at ſprightly Wit, ſhe is by many eſ- 
teem'd rude. Some of theſe poignant Flights, 
on De Amie's Gravity, created ſo fix'd an 
Averſion in him, that ſoon after, having an 
Opportunity to retaliate it, he did it in fo ſe- 


vere a Manner, I believe it gave her the 


greateſt Vexation ſhe ever ſuſtain'd. For 
one N ight, as we were at Baſſet, he per- 
ceived 


The FEMALE POLITICIAN. 5 


ceived that Mademoiſelle La Mode, whoſe 
way is generally to lay a heap of Guineas 
on the Card, and when ſhe had loſt, give it 
into the Bank, without the Trouble of count- 
ing it; had in that lazy Air, a Deſign: And 
that after ſhe had puſhed her Money into 
the Bank, ſhe would be buſy with her Hand, 
out of which he ſaw her take two or three 
Pieces: Which giving him a Suſpicion, the 
next time ſhe loſt, after ſhe had puſhed her 
Money into the Bank, he laid hold on her 
Hand, and ſhewed to the Company three 
Pieces ſticking to her Glove, by ſomething 
ſhe had put on the inſide for that Purpoſe. 
Though, perſued ſhe, ſmiling, 3 
elle is not naturally apt to be daunted, 
this ſo confounded her, ſhe left the 3 
immediately; for a long time ſhe could not 
bear the Sight of him, and ſtill there con- 
tinues a ſatirical War between them: This, 
added ſhe, with the Intereſt Monsieur De 
Aviline ſeems to have in her, who was to 
have been married in leſs than ten Days 
(if the Brother's Death does not prevent it) 
made me heſitate when you mention'd it to 
me, fearing in this Aﬀair we have both 
Love and Averſion to conquer. As to De 
Aviline, ſaid Mecenas, I am in little Pain 


CONCErn- 
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concerning him, being ſenſible her Ambiti- 
on will make vaſt Diſtinctions between him 
and my Son; but am afraid it will be more 
difficult to remove this fooliſh Pique: Which: 
if the ſhould continue, reply'd Madam De 
Baſſonville, I have too much Regard for the 
Family of Mecænas, to give her Vanity ſo 
good an Occaſion to inſult; which I am cer- 
tain ſhe would, by letting the Town know 
in what Manner the refuſed Mecænass Of- 
fer: For which Reaſon, anſwered he, 1 
would have you mention it as your on 
Thought, and inforce, with that fine Skill 
you are Miſtreſs of, the many Advantages: 
ſhe will find in the Match, and what a Re- 
gard will be paid to the Wife of Mecenas's. 
Son; that nothing but a romantick Ambi- 
tion can raiſe her to a more exalted Height. 
Madam De Baſſenville, with the moſt com- 
plying Air, promiſed Mecenas to obey him; 
yet for. Reaſons (which will be mention d) 
De Amie's marrying Mademoiſelle La Mode 
would have been very diſpleaſing to her. 
JusT as they had e. this Converſation, | 
and Mecænas had ſcarce Time to defire: 
her not to mention it to his Son till he 
knew the Lady's Mind, when De Amis enter- 
ed. The Converſation turning on generals, and 
De 
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De Amie taking Notice he had ſeldom ſeen 
ſo few Viſitors, ' that Lady told him, ſhe had 
given Orders to be deny'd; and had not 
Mecænas prevented her, ſhe intended to have 
met a near Relation, that was to be with 
her at the Requeſt of her Grand- mother, 
who dying left her to her Care, till ſhe 
was of Age, or married. I have never 
ſeen her, perſues ſhe; but the Character I 


have heard of her Beauty, and good Senſe, . 


makes me imagine I ſhall fee a very engag- 
ing Perſon; and indeed, added ſhe, if my 
: Cozen anſwers the Deſcription I have heard 
of her, we ſhall ſee a Revolution in the 
Affairs of Love, upon her appearing at 
Court. But what Fortune, ſaid Mecænas 
gravely, has this Lady to blazon out her 
Perfections? Otherwiſe in this great City the 
will find her Eyes outſparkled. In that ſhe 
is very happy, replyed Madam De Baſſon- 
ville, being Miſtreſs of enough, either to 
murky, or to 'maintain herſelf very hand- 
ſomely, though not ſo much as to invite 


Fortune-hunters, or render her liable to be 


fold a Prey to thoſe who have no other 
View but her Wealth. And, yer, ſaid De 
Amie (whoſe grave Temper frequently lead 


him i into philoſophical Reflections) how ſel- 
dom 


—— — 


” * — — — =_ 
— _ bal 
me owt w» — — —— 
OT I * 4 2 n — 
— 7 * e, OF - %- . -<, 4 P *. 7 
2 3 2 = Oc tl — — Wor 
. 5 4 — al 
2 


0 
2 
* 
"x 
i] 
*} 
% 
oo 


* Re 


8 The FREMALE PoLITICIAN. . 

dom are the fair Sex ſatisfy'd with that 
State, which gives them ſo little Opportuni- 
ty to indulge their Vanity! The Regard 
and Tenderneſs we have for them, when 
it's not intermix'd with Intereſt, being 
dncere. generouſly diſdaining the ſervile Aſ- 
ſiduities of Flattery, is leſs engaging, while 
"== deſigning Lover, who aims only at their 


Fortune, or the Ruin of their Honour, has 
his diſſembled Ardors rewarded with real 


| Succeſs; though the complying Fair one, 
cannot but be ſenſible, he! is only an Adorer 
of that which is really no Perfection in 
Her. Has, ſaid Madam De Baſſonville, the 
. News of Mademoiſelle La Mod?'s lately ad- 


| vanced Fortune, cauſed theſe ſerious Re- 


flections? Have you not already form'd an 
Idea af the various Looks and Motions of 
that agreeable Lady ? How many Lovers will 
riſe in Hope; as ſhe beſtows the -affable, 
the condeſcending, or the tender Air; while 
others are ſunk into dire Deſpair, at the 
ſcornful Look, or diſdainful Smile! I do 
not doubt, reply d De Amie, but we ſhall 
"ſee her effect all you have deſcribed; but, 


added he, what a Wretch muſt , Monſieur 
De Aviline be, who depending on her for- 
mer Affection is not prepared for this Diſ- 
appointment! When exulting in the midſt 


of 
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df het Admiirers. he beholds himſelf t treat 
ed with the utmoſt Contempt | 

As De Amie ended theſe Wen Madam 
de Boſſonville being told her Daughters were 
tome with Amiana, the young Lady, ſhe 
went to receive that beautiful Gueſt; and 
after the firſt Embraces, led her to Mice: 
nas and de Anie; who, tho poſſeſo d with 
the Idea of ſceifig a very agreeable Perſon 
by Madam de Baſſenvilles Deſcription, yet 
they were ſurprized beyond all they could 
Imagine, when they beheld her; an eaſy 
modeſt Grace fitting off the molt perfect 
Beauty they ever had ſeen. 
Tux Father änd the Son felt the ſame 
Emotion at Sight of her. Their Eyes were 
too intently fixd on her, to obſerve each 
other; but Madam De Baſewville had too 


good a Penetration, not to perceive what 


an attractive Power her Charms had on the 
Hearts of both theſe -« WH | 

AFTER a few Compliments had paſs'd 
between the Company and Amiana; that 
Lady ſpeaking as if her Journey had dif- 
compoſed her, Mecænas and his Son left 
them, tho' not before it was told Madam 


De Baſſonville, that Madam La Mode's 


Woman defired to ſpeak with her ; at which 
Mecenas by a Glance, as he left che Room, 
C put 
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put her in mind to remember what they 
had been talking of. As ſoon as the young 
Ladies had conducted Amiana to her Apart- 
ment, Madam De Baſſonville ordered Ma. 
dam La Modes Woman to be admitted, 
who Was come to acquaint her with the 
| ſudden Death of that Lady's Brother, the 
extreme Fright and Grief ſhe was in, and 
that her Lady requeſted the Favour of ſee- 
ing her that Moment, if poſſible, N 
her Advice about Matters of the greate 
Importance. As nothing could be more 
agreeable to that Lady's Inclination, than 
to ſee Madeniciſelle La Mode, ſhe promiſed 
the Woman ſhe would be there before ten 
Minutes were expired, | 
Bur Mademoiſelle's Woman was not gone 
out of the Room, before De Aviline en- 
tered, and immediately began to acquaint 
Ber, that, as ſoon. as he heard the news of 
Mademoiſelle La Mode's Brother's being dead, 
depending on the inſeparable Union that 
ſhortly was to be between them, he went 
directly to viſit her; but, ſaid he, how ſhall 
T make you ſenſible of my Aſtoniſhment, 
| co ſee her Woman, who had inform'd her 
1:5 was there, return with an Air, as if the 
had never ſeen, me, and tell me a long 
Story of her Lady's Affliction and Fright, 


which 
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which had ſo diſordered her, ſhe did not 
believe it was poſſible for her to receive 
Viſits in leſs than a Month? This Meſſage, 
ſaid Monſieur De Aviline, in a Moment 
made me ſenſible of my Fate concerning 
that falſe Woman, who, you are ſenſible, 
received my Addrefles in another Manner, 
when the Advantage was of her Side, And. 
tho” it is certain, added he, this unworthy 
Uſage ought to be returned with equal 
Scorn, yet I avow to you, I have ſtill ſo 
much Regard for that Ingrate, that, with- 
out one View to her advanced Fortune, 
the Loſs of her, I fear, will be inſupporta- 
ble to me ; and perhaps, continued he, this 
Treatment may be heighten' d by the Im- 
pertinence of her Woman; who finding 
her Lady's Reaſon intoxicated by this vaſt 
Change, has added to it ſome of her own 
ridiculous Airs: And as I am certain, faid 
he, (agdreflin himſelf to Madam De Baſ- 
fonville) it's only in the Power of your 
good Senſe to afford me Relief, I flew hi- 
ther to intreat you would be ſo generous 
to become my Friend. He took Care to 
cloſe the Diſcourſe with ſuch Art, as gave 
the fair Widow to underſtand, how much 
it would be to her Advantage if ſhe proved 


a ſucceſsful Advocate. 
C2 ON 
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ON which that Lady affured him, if Ma- 
demoiſelle could be influenced by her, he 
ſhould be happy as his Wiſhes ; but till the 
had ſeen her, it would be impoſſible to 
judge. She broke off the Copverſation, by 
letting him know, ſhe was that Moment 
going thither; and belieyed by the next 
Day, ſhe could be able to inform him ful- 
ly of the State of the Lady's Heart. After 
his reiterated Aſſurances, of Gratitude, ſhe 
left him to perſue her Viſit, She had only 
thoſe few Moments her Chair was carried 
chither, to reflect what ſhe ſhoyld do be- 
tween Mecqrias's and De Aviline 8 different 
Prop oſals. She dreaded nothing on Earth 
ſo may as offending that great Man; 
which ſhe feard would be impoſſible to 
avoid, if ſhe (befriended De Aviline ; and 
yet, ſhe thought the Sum he promiſed was 
not to be lighted: Beſides the Regard ſhe 
obſerved De. Amie had for her Daughter 
Flavia, made the Thoughts of this Match 
very diſpleaſing to her. She hoping by her 
own ſubtle Arts, and the Aſcendant that 
young Beauty had on him, ſhe might one 
Day ſee her Daughter become his Bride. 

'BxroRe. ſhe could reſolve on any 
T hing, ſhe was at Mademoiſelle La Mode's; 
who ceived her with exceſſive Grief, ſujt- 
able 


= 200 Ie Be! => ener enen i © acts 


„. 


7 
Ma a 


@ Sm 5 n 


— — %*- 


The. FEMALE Poririe LAN. 13 
able to the Occaſion; related each particu» 


lar Agony, with every minute Circumſtance 


before and at her Brother's Death; when, 


after a Flood of Tears, and Madam De 


Baſſarville's Condolements, ſhe began to 
gonſult about the important Affairs of her 
Mourning, receiving her firſt Viſits, with 
the Order of her Equipage on her appear- 
ing in Publick, Which Diſcourſe having 
taken up ſome Time, Madam De Baſſon- 
ville having her Thoughts full of what re- 
lated to her particular Intereſt, and being 
ſenſible Made emoiſelles Woman muſt have 


ſeen De Aviline; beginning the Diſcourſe 


with a Smile, aid, De Awiline has been 
with me, and is: almoſt diſtracted at your 
refuſing to ſee him. On which Mademoi- 
felle La Mode aſſuming a grave Air, reply'd; 
Tho' I might think Monſieur De Aviline 
worthy the Count Du Main's Siſter with a 

ſlender Fortune, yet certainly he can't have 
ſo mean an Opinion of my Underſtanding, 
to imagine I know fo little what to do 

with ſixty thouſand Crowns à Year, as to 

beſtow it on a Commoner. Tho' the Wi- 

dow was petfectly acquainted with the 

World, yet ſhe could not help being a lit- 

tle furprized, However, recovering herſelf, 

ſhe join'd in her Sentiments; telling 5 

that 
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that now her Alliance would be courted 
by the chief Nobilicy, and efteem'd a Con- 
deſcenſion on whomſbeyer' the beftow'd 
Herſelf. ' And then, after à little Pauſe, ſhe 
added, When firſt I heard of your Brother's 
Death, I thought if you had not had ſuch 
an Averſion to De Amie, it would be the 
moſt advantageous Match that France at 
preſent affords. As to my Averſion, or 
Love, anſwered La Mode, 1 ſhall very little 
conſole either, in what relates to my Mar- 
riage; being reſolved to ſecure enough of 
my Fortune independent of my Huſband, 
to give myſelf any Pain about his Actions, 
or him much Power over mine. 
I growing late, and Madam De Baſ- 
— having heard enough from that 
Lady, to judge in what Manner ſhe would 
proceed, took her Leave. She had the 
whole Night to reflect, before ſhe could 
refolve what to ſay to Mecænas to keep her 
Integrity unſuſpected, and yet in this Af- 
fair a& according to her Intereſt. 
Tux next Morning ſhe was ſcarce a- 
wake, before the Miniſter, and his Son, 
with the perplext Lover, were at her Levee. 
Mecænas was perfectly gay, ſaid a thouſand 
Things to the fair Widow on her own | 


Charms, withal how liberal Nature had been 
to 
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to the whole Family, i in beſtowing on them 
her choiceſt Perfections; but when he 
mentioned Amiana, the extravagant Rap- 
ture, with which he dwelt on her Charms, 
made the penetrating Vida ſoon judge 
what Influence this bright Star would have 
on that great Politician, De Amie, in his 
grave Manner, join'd with his Father in 
this complaiſant Converſation ; whilſt, De 
Aviline, with the tormenting Anxieties of 
Hopes and Fears, waited. to hear (by a 

few Words in private) from that Lady his 
Deſtiny. But ſhe, being perfectly ſkill'd 
in the Art of prying into the Foibles of 
her Acquaintance, knew alſo how to raiſe 
their Hopes and Fears to her own Ad- 
vantage, and would not ſuffer him to be 
wholly abandoned to Deſpair. Tho ſhe o- 
mitted telling nothing of what Madam La 
Mode had ſaid concerning him, yet added, 
Her Opinion was, if he could command 
his Reſentment, by an affected Neglect, it 
might perhaps pique her Pride to ſuch a 
Degree, as to cauſe her to make ſome Ad- 
vances to call back his Love. In this Ad- 
vice ſne had a double View, if it ſucceed- 
ed; ſhe having a good Opinion of De Avi- 


th? $ Giada beſides perplexing Mece- 
nas's Propoſal, 
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Bur 
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Bor the Hopes the had flattered her- 

ſelf with concerning De Amie's Paſſion fot 
her Daughter, made her not fo particular, 
in her Obſervation on Mademoiſelle La Modes 
Change of Sentiments with her Fortune to 
Mecænas. But whatever Schemes tliat Lady 
had formed, the Foundation on which ſhe 
built was already deſtroyed by an Accident; 
Which only Madam Fortune had a Hand 
it. Which before I mention, to give the 
Reader an Idea of, I muſt fay ſomething of 
the Chatacter of De Amit. 

Hz Is tall; has a graceful Perſon, with 
manly regular Features; fierce in his Re- 
ſentments; violent in his Love of Hate. 
As he is obliged for an unbounded Fortune 
to the Ingenuity of his Father, he had 
feldom given himſelf the Trouble of 4 
Thought, but what related eithet to his 
Amuſement or Studies. From a valuable 
Tutor he had received, and had impreffed 
in him, Notions of Hotidur ſtrictly ſevere, 
Which joined with the Affection of a 
Father, created in Mecænas a Reſpect for 
him, mixt with a Self-Conviction, that he 
had not fo exactly trod the ſevere Paths 
of Virtue, as his Son ſeem'd to defign. But 
tho De Amies Virtues were really worthy 
Admiration, yet he having been bred amidſt 

the 
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the proſperous Affluence of Fortune, and 


every one careſſing the Heir of Mecanas 


with the extremeſt Flattery, it gave him 


an- innate Pride and Poſitiveneſs, that was 


not to be oppoſed; which Stiffneſs cauſed 
him ſeldom to be in Company that did 


not bow to his, or Mecænass Greatneſs 


and by Conſequence | with an intereſt⸗ 
ed Complaiſance in all Things yield up 
their own to his Opinion. Madam Ds - 
Beſſonville ſoon diſcerning this Foible in 


the young Peer, gain'd a perfect Aſcendant 


over him, by taking care all her Sentiments 
ſhould be agreeable to his; and whenever 
Meccenas would rally him on his pedant 
Notions of Honour, ſhe would ſtill, with 
an obliging. Warmth, Tide with De Amie. 
This created in him the ſincereſt Friend- 
ſhip both to her and her Family; and 
wanting that Diſcernment which only Mis- 
fortunes and Struggling with Difficulties can 


teach, he oftner beſtow'd his valuable 
Friendſhip on diſſembled, than real Virtue: 


Tu R Beauty of Flavia, and her agree- 
able Turns of ſprightly Wit, ſoon made 
Impreſſions on his Heart, which was very 
ſuſceptible of amorous Fires. The ſubtle 
Favorite having inſtructed her to behave 
0 dim, — an obliging Modeſty, and 

D 


reſerved 
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' reſerved "ISS ET} ſhe had gained ſo gelt 


an Aſcendant over him, that he began to 
eſteem and love her, with a Tenderneſs 


| equal to the ambitious Mother's Deſire. 


Wurm one Evening it happen'd un- 


fortunately (as Fortune on all Occaſions will 


ſhow her fickle Power) as ſhe was taking 
out her Handkerchief, ſhe drop'd a Letter, 
which De Amie took up with a Deſign 
to give it back; but ſeeing a Man's Hand, 
he had the Curioſity to open it; where 
he found the following Words: 


Beaufly to Flavia : 
M7 $7 be annihilated within the Space 
of two Hours, if I did not Hed the 
Torments of a racked Criminal, all the while 
you played at the Counteſs De Plumb's ! Your 


\ Luck was ſo tranſcendently bad, that for the 


future I ſhall hate that fickle Gipſey Fortune 


and all ber Whims. As the inclgſed Bill will 


redreſs your ill Luck, without acquainting 
your Mamma, ſo I hope it will reſtore you 
to the dear Gaiety of your native Temper, 
which was laſt N ight à little ruffled with 
your ill Luck, © 

IT bave deferred the Pleaſure of ſeerng you 
till the Mafquerade, inſtead of this Evening 
at the Play; Ts T think our "— 

| WI 
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will be vaſtly. beightened : It being impoſſible, 
at thoſe fooliſh Shows, to have any Conver. 


ſation ; and it is dull to hear a tedious Re- 


petition of imaginary, while my eager Paſſion 
wants to entertain thy liſtening Soul with a 
Flame: more violent, than the 
can have an Idea of amidſt his anti quated 
Moraks. 


Till that happy Moment arrives, in 


which I. ſhall ſee you at the Maſquerade, your 
fand Slave bids the matchleſs Flavia Adieu. 
Sure the Deities of Love and Pleaſure, in 
Compaſſion to Humanity, inſpired Mortals with 


the glorious, the tranſcendent Thought of 


Maſquerade. Here Hypocrites and every 
Difguiſe loſes its Force. Nature is the only 


Di#ator, and the Soul, without Reſerve, gives 


a Looſe to each thrilling Foy. --- How T long 


and wiſh the happy Moment come, where I 
may with Freedom tell the brighteſt of ber 
Ser my Exceſs of Love, --- my eager Wiſhes, -- 


the extatick Rapture of my raging, burning 


Soul I. My throbbing Heart beats and exults 
at the bare Thought of the Bliſs, which only 


the eee Flavia can impart to her. 


Ever paſſionate, 
Ever adoring, 


BEAUFLY, 
D 2 


flegmatick Poet 


In 


* 
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In the Habit of an e you'll fud 

your faithful Admirer. 
De Amie was ſo ſurprized at nadir a 
Letter addreſs d to Flavia in this Language, | 
that for ſome Time he was perfectly in- 
ſenfible. But, as ſoon as he had a little 
recovered his Amazement, with Indigna- 
tion, he ſaid, Is it poflible that Flavia 
ſhould be ſo indiſcreet, to run ſuch Ha- 
zards at Play; fo mercenary to be courted 
by Bribes, and have ſo little Regard either 
to Modeſty or Virtue, as to receive a 
Letter in this /ewd fuſtian Stile? Oh 
curſed, added he, be that pernicious, vile 
Inclination to Gaming! How many, and 
how various are the Ruins it has brought 
on Mankind; but more particularly on that 
eaſy, unguarded Sex But how continued 
he, have I been deceived; and where is 
now the Averſion ſhe uſed to expreſs to 
Maſquerades? Or . where are now thoſe 
modeſt Looks, thoſe innocent Bluſhes, when 
I but gently preſs'd her Hand? And then 
again, Love returning by Fits, he fancied 
by ſome Artifice the Letter might be -pur 
into her Pocket; elſe ſure (would he fay 
to himſelf), ſhe could never wear fo vile 
an Evidence of her Shame ſo near her. 
Reſtleſs he bene the N iht, and painful 
Was 
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was the Conflict between his Love and this 
plain Conviction. Vet till the firſt Im- 
preſſion of her Charms inelining him to 
fayour her, he thought, perhaps Beaufly, 
perceiving Plavia extremely vexed at her 
itt Luck, from his own natural Confidence 
writ her that ridiculous Letter, which ſhe 
might be ſo far from incouraging, that 
| Shame to publiſh ſuch an Affront hindred 
_ from reſenting it as ſhe ought. 
 Tr1s Uncertainty what to think, made 
bim reſolve to be convinced, before he in- 
tirely baniſhed that too agreeable Lady 
from his Heart. Accordingly the next Day 
he roſe early, and putting on a Riding- 
Suit, he went to Madam De Baſſonville, 
to tell them he intended to go out of 
Town for 3 Days, taking his Leave as 
going that Inſtant to mount his Horſe. 
This he did, that Flavia might be under 
no Reſtraint, through Fear of him, but 
with Freedom act according to her Incli- 
nation. Moſt Part of the Day was taken 
up in contriving how to manage this De- 
fign; and after he had compleatly dreſs' d 
himſelf like a Woman of Quality, he threw 
over it a Domine, and when the Maſque 
began, went thither: Where he had not 
been long before his Rival made his Ap- 


pearance, 
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pearance z the jealous Loves ſoon diſcoyer- 
ing him from his other Brother Harleguins, 
by a particular Hitch in his Walk. Nei- 
ther his Limbs, nor Shape being ſo regu- 
| larly form'd, but moſt that view'd him 
thought a looſer Dreſs would with more 
Advantage ſet off his Shape. | 
I 84 ALL not pretend to entertain the. 
Reader with a Relation of all the ſerious 
Reflection De Amie made on the contemp- 
tible Figure of his Rival, or the Inconſtan- 
cy. of the Sex, their Folly, their generally. 
ill-judging Love, becauſe it never came to 
my Knowledge, and I am not in a Humour 
to form Reflections. 

Bu T certain it is, that Beaufly had not 
been ten Minutes there, before De Amie 
accoſted him- in the Language, and uſed 
the inſinuating Arts of thoſe Females that 
make a Maintenance of their Perſons. At 
firſt, the Beau ſhunned him with Scorn; 
but the other ſtill purſuing him, as extreme- 
ly charmed with his Air, and at other at- 
tracting Graces, by Degrees the Beau re- 
lenting, as touch'd with Compaſſion the 
unknown Lady's extraordinary Paſſion, he 
told her, He could not now continue 2 
Converſation with her, becauſe he was en- 
gaged to meet a Maid of Quality; and that 

the 
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the poor Thing being paſſionately fond of 
him, ſhe had ſent that Morning to let him 
know ſhe would be there; adding, it would 
be a Sort of Cruelty to diſappoint her: Vet 
to ſhow he was not inflexible ro De Amie's 
pretended violent Paſſion, he tore off a 
Direction from one of his Letters, and gave 
it ro De Amie with Permiſſion to write to 
him. 

TAE Inſtant he had done this, a Lady 
in a Turkiſh Habit entering, Beaufly prel⸗ 
ſing the feign d Inamoretta by the Hand, 
with an affected Sigh bid her Adieu, and 
immediately went to the other, whom De 
Amie, by her Air and every Motion, knew 
to be Flavia. Yet he would not depart the 
Place till confirmed by her Voice, which 
with Difficulty he got near enough to diſtin- 


guiſh; and preſſing cloſe behind them, heard 


the Lover preſs the Fair one to retire to 
ſorve private Houſe, in the following 
broken Sentences: That doubtleſs ſhe muſt 
be fatigued, diſpirited, he knew by her 
Voice Tockay, Cyprus or --- Champaign 
Wine --- he knew a particular Friend -- be 
ſtill maſqu d --- a Bit of Something elegant 
to eat — her Honour ſafe as the cloiſtered 
Nun. To confirm which, ſeveral ſtrained 
Eg followed, mix'd with Vows of 

violent 
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violent conſtant Love. Then ſeizing her 
Hand, he talk'd of thrilling, Extaſſes, 
Joys, — — diſſolving Pleaſures: · When till 
to his greater Amazement, he perceived 
Flavia each Moment yielding to his Im- 
portunity, with very little Reluctance: She 
Was gay, talk d, laughed, and every De- 
nial grew more faint than the preceding 
one. She inſiſted on the Danger, talked a 
little of her Virtue, but more what Hazards 
her Reputation run. But the importu- 
nate Beaufly ſoon. conquering thoſe Diffi- 
culcies, with an undaunted Bravery led her 
triumphantly out, in that half. reſiſting, 
complying Manner, that. gives the Lover 
certain Hopes of a compleat Bliſs. 5 
TR Isõ laſt, this full Completion of her 
| Þ olly, ſo . enraged De Amie, he- reſolved 
that Moment to overtake them, and make 
Flavia ſenſible he had detected her. But, 
in this Tranſport haſtily preſſing forward, 
a Lady happening to be too near him, the 
violent Motion of his Hoop threw her 
down with ſuch F oree, he had reaſon to 
believe ſhe was hurt. She fell ſo directly 
before him, it was impoſſible to paſs on, 
without going over her; this obliged him 
to ſtop and take her up: And at that Mo- 
ment the Lovers quitting the Place, left 


him 
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him without Hope of overtaking them. 
At the fame time the Lady leaning on 
him, ſaid her Knee was ſo extremely hurt; 
ſhe could ſcarce ſtand; and begging - his 
Aſſiſtance to the next Seat, it was impoſſi⸗ 
ble for him to refuſe ſo ſmall a Requeſt, 
as an Atonement for the Injury; tho' in 
that Moment he had rather have followed 
the Dictates of his Rage. Which now per- 
ceiving impoſſible, and reflecting, even as 
he led the Lady, Flavia deſerved only td 
be deſpiſed: 

Ix the mean while, the Lady, who took 
him for one of her own Sex, and imagin- 
ed the Concern he expreſied for the Injury 
he had done, was owing to Compaſſion 
and obliging Sweetneſs in her Temper, ſhe 
returned De Amie's Complaiſance with a 
Freedom that ſoon led them to a particular 
Converſation. The Unknown ſpoke in a 
Voice De Amie thought himſelf no Stran- 
ger to; tho' a violent Cold, join'd with 
the holding her Vizard in her Mouth, made 
it impoſſible for him to recollect. The 
Maſquerade being the firſt Subject they en- 
tered on, the Lady asked De Amie, if he did 
not think there were Amuſements infinitely 
more agreeable, which were deſpiſed be- 
cauſe they were not the preſent Taſte of 

E the 
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the poiite Age. To which De Amie, whoſe 
Sentiments were graver than uſual for 
one of his Years, replied, He had too ſel- 
dom viſited them, to have any Idea of 
that extravagant Delight, which at pre- 
ſent had ſo bewitching an Influence on 
each Sex, of every Age. Indeed, ſaid the 
Lady, when Curioſity firſt drew me here, 
F own I was pleas'd with the Magnificence 
of the Apartments, the Paintings, number- 
leſs Lights, and various Habits, which make 
an agreeable Confuſion; and imagined in 
the Fudge, the Scaramouch, Indian King, 
or Mountebank, a Converſation ſuitable to 
their Appearance; when, to my Surprize, 
I found, moſt who were not ingaged in 
Parties, tho' of various Sorts, ſo low, ſo 
inſipid, yet ſo ridiculouſly. conceited, that 
1 think it would be for their Advantage, to 
continue all their Lives in Maſquerade. 
Madam, replied De Amie, tis owing to the 
Concourſe of the Inferior World that are 
fond of flocking hither, and imagine by that 
Means, they may converſe -with thoſe of 
the firſt Rank. Here you ſee them ſaun- 
tering up and down, to learn polite Airs, 
(as they call it); and according to the Rich- 
neſs of the Habits, ſwear they have enter- 


tain'd a Dutcheſs, or been entertain'd by 
{ſome 
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ſome diſtinguiſhed Man of Quality: Whilſt, 
added he, the Great Perſon has too little 
Time amidſt his Friends, from the various 
Pleaſures of the Day, to be long amuſed 
with this Chit- Chat. And you ſee, con- 
tinued the grave De Amie, pointing to the 
Gaming-Tables, thoſe who have avaritious 
Deſires are employing their Hours in the 
Hopes of winning mighty Treaſures, tho 
it is probable ere to Morrow they will 
feel a real Deſpair. Indeed the Lovers, 
purſued he, whoſe Flames have not only 
raiſed, but ſtill ſupport this famous Dome, 
generally take care to fix their before- 
ſprung Game, the Fear of Huſbands, 
Guardians, Parents, and Reputation be- 
ing baniſhed; whilſt unguarded they give 
a Looſe to amorous Wiſhes, and every 
wild Defire. You have, ſaid the Unknown 
interrupting him, made the Place dread- 
ful to me, which, before I was angry 
with myſelf for want of that diſcerning 
Delicacy in Pleaſures, J found ſa delightful 
to moſt of my Acquaintance; and indeed, 
added ſhe, fo little are theſe Sort of Amuſe- 
ments agreeable to me, it was with Re- 
luctance I accompanied ſore Friends hi- 
ther. Perhaps, faid De Amie, (with an 
Air the Unknown * to think particu- 

; lar 


Things ſeem inſipid here. — I never, replied 
the Lady, found that particular Tenderneſs yet 


the reſt diſagreeable to me: Not but I love 
and can diſtinguiſh the Good Senſe, and 


Age? I am, and would continue (till a 


ed with ſo particular a Diſcourſe with one 
ſo little known to her) when De Amie, who 
perceived he had forgot to act with the 


the Lady, faid, I beg, Madam, you would 
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lar from her own Sex) you left more en- 
gaging Campany at home, which makes all 


for any one of my Acquaintance, as to make 


Virtue, and pleaſing Converſation of ſome 
above others. Ah! (cried De Amie) that 
is not the Converſation, that is able to charm 
and pleaſe to ſuch Exceſs as to make Ab- 
ſence painful. I believe, anſwered the 
Unknown, only Lovers are acquainted with 
that Fondneſs which cauſes ſuch Extremes; 
and 1, being entirely a Stranger to that 


Paſſion, can have no Idea of its Power. Is 


it poſſible, ſaid De Amie, you alone ſhould 
be free from a Paſlion, that is as cer- 
tain as Death, only with this Difference, 
it generally ſeizes both Sexes at ſuch an 


Stranger to it, replied the Lady, (at the 
ſame time riſing, as not very well pleaſ- 


Effeminacy of his Habit, gently ſtopping 


pardon the Freedom with which J would 
> alk 


The FEMALE POLITICIAN. 29 
aſk a few Queſtions concerning the Senti- 
ments of your Heart; but let it be without 
Reſerve : And fince, purſued he, we are, and 
perhaps may continue Strangers toeach other, 
the Favour may be more eafily complied 
with, At which perceiving the Unknown 
ſtand filent, and look on him with Amaze- 
ment, he renewed his Intreaties, by telling 
her how much he ſuffered, at that very 
Inſtant, from the Inconſtancy of a Lover, 
whoſe Falſhood he had, the Moment be- 
fore he ſpoke to her, detected. He repre- 
ſented his Uneaſineſs in ſo pathetick a Man- 
ner, and beg'd, if it were not a Misfortune, 
the whole Sex were incident to, ſhe would 
inſtruct him how to moderate his Pain; 
and ſtill, amidſt his Intreaties, beg'd ſhe 
would without Diſguiſe acquaint him with 
the real\Inclinations of her Heart. The 
Lady, who by this time had diſcover'd 
him by his Voice, replied, Perhaps, the 
pleaſing Form, the agreeable Careſſes, of 
your Lover, won too mnch on you, and 
only charmed your Senſes, without once 
conſidering the real Virtues, that ought ta 
have gained your Eſteem, before you had 
ſuffered your Heart to be too deeply ſeized 
by perſonal Charms. And how do you, 
cried De Amie, contrive to guard your 

5 Heart 
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each Look and Word ſo forcibly conveys 
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Heart againſt Charms ſo potent, where 


itſelf into the Soul, that it leaves the Will 
without Power to reſiſt? It is uſeleſs 


to preſcribe a Remedy, ' replied the Lady, 


when the Patient will not take it. Vet it's 
eaſie to reflect, a Paſſion your Reaſon can't 
in ſome Degree approve, the ſame Reaſon 
ought to cure. Reaſon, replied De Amie, 
or rather Reſentment, has ſo far prevailed, 
that I will for ever baniſh the Falſe one 
from my Heart : * But 'tis, continued he, 
from you I would learn to recall that Com- 
poſure of Mind I was bleſt with before I 
ſaw this Deceiver. From me would you 


learn? (anſwered the Unknown, in an Air 


different from her former) Alas! what can J 


teach you? Perhaps my Heart, like yours, 


feels all the Uneaſineſs that a deſpairing, yet 
violent Love can endure; with this Difference, 
yours is falſe, mine inſenſible. Beſides a 


thouſand Charms, a . thouſand inexpreſſible 


Graces that adorn his Perſon, 1 doat on, 
nay adore his fine Senſe, his juſt, his no- 
ble Sentiments of Honour. Tis true, you 
had no Merit to plead an Excuſe in your 
Choice, and I have not one Hope to feed 
my deſpairing Flame. Female Modeſty for- 
ces me each Hour to diſguiſe an aking Heart 


— > A 
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with ſerene Looks; and yet, added ſhe, 
Reaſon ſhall eternally- have ſo great, ſo ir- 
reſiſtible a Power on each Action and Look 
of mine, he ſhall never know who I am, 
tho' I tell you, the only Perſon on Earth 
1 wiſh ſhould eſteem me, is De Amie... 

Txt Moment ſhe pronounced the laſt 
Word, ſhe fled from him, with ſuch Swift- 
neſs, and mingled with the Crowd, he loſt 
the Sight of her, before he could even 
think ſhe was gone. The Surprize he was 
in for ſome Time, fix'd him to the Place; 
and tho' he had a confuſed Idea of her 
Voice, yet her Cold, the Vizard, with the 
Care, (he was ſenſible ſhe took. to diſguiſe 
it) made it impoſſible for him to recollect. 
It is eaſie to imagine ſhe had talked in too 
tender a Manner of De Amie, not to make 
him extremely deſirous to know who ſhe 
was. But after he had ſearched the Place 
with the utmoſt Care, he had reaſon to be- 
lieve ſhe quitted it the Moment ſhe left 
him. 

BEIN G too full is what had already hap- 
pened, to ſeek new Adventures, he retired 
to reflect on the paſt. Tis not to be thought, 
how much the Converſation with the un- 
known Lady alleviated the Vexation *he 
ſuffered * Flavia's Falſhood; ſometimeg 
he 
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he imagined it only a gay Humour in the 
Lady, to let him ſee ſhe knew him. But 
then, again, he thought it was. ſpoke with 
too ſerious an Air, not to have ſome Truth 
in it. He viſited moſt of the Ladies he 
| had a Notion had the leaſt Regard for him, 
but with all his Skill, he could not tell 
where to fix it. It is certain, this Conver- 
fation with the Lady had ſuch an Influ- 
ence on him, that now, having broke Fla- 
wvia's Chains, he would have beſtowed an 
entire Heart on the fair Unknown, Tho 
he had gone through the tedious Difficul- 
ties of Billet Douxes, ſetting Spies, Bribing; 
rivate Negotiators, as well as publick Am- 
aſſadors; but the Inchanter remaining ſtill 
inviſible, and Madam De Baſſonville's Houſe 
having loſt its wonted Attractions, he left 
the Town for ſome Time. 
ON his Return, he ſeldom viſited there, till 
the Charms of Amiana made him ſenſible, 
it was impoſſible to live and not love: Mecæ- 
nas too found, in ſpite of his declining Age, 
the Power of that Lady's Beauty. From the 
Moment he firſt ſaw her, he was perpetu- 
ally at Madam De B aſſenvillès; but when 
the urgent Affairs of State obliged his Ab- 
ſence, it was diverting to ſee what an In- 
fluenee this Fair one had on the amorous 


Politician, 
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Politician; 3 his fe Schemes, contriving 
Wit, and fle wing 'Eloquence, ri found of 
little Uſe, oppos'd to 80 Charms of Amiand. 

Hy RR, a Moraliſt might have had large 
room for Contemplation, had he ſeen the 
grave, haughty Merœnas, on whoſe Wiſdom 
and Care à mighty Nation depended, and 
whoſe Smiles, or Frowns; had raiſed, of 
ruined, many valuable Families; now with 
obſequious- Care watching each Look, or 
Motion of that fair Inſenfible: Nay, what 
gay, What affected ſprightly Airs, did he 
not put on to charm Amiana? who was ſo 
lietle moved with them, that it was with 
Difficulty ſhe coriſtrained herſelf to treat 
him with the Reſpect due to his high Rank. 
He had the beſt Wedge and Maſters in 
Muſick, brought to Madam De Baſſonville 
to entertain her, and till contrived a Round 
of Pleaſures to paſs away the Hours, be- 
tween the Widow's, and one of his Country 
Sears, that was nigh the Court: Tho” at 
the ſame Time, he let Madam De Buſſon- 
ville underſtand; he had no Mind the 
ſhould be carried yet to Court; which he 
faid ſhe might eaſily defer till ſhe was out 
of her rl Mourning. To which that 
Lady complied; ſhe being ſo far from feel 
ing any en io Pangs, at the Power of her 

2 | young 
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young Couſin, that ſecretly ſhe was glad 
ſhe had till ſo good an Opportunity, to 
improve her Intereſt with that Great Man, 
by which means ſhe was intent to enlarge 
her Fortune. : 
Vr, however paſſive the ſubtle Fa- 
vourite might be concerning the Father, 
the Paſſion De Amie diſcovered for Ami- 
ana made very different Impreſſions on her. 
For tho' ſhe had obſerved, before this Fair 
one arrived, a cold or rather ſcornful Neg- 
ject in his Behaviour to Flavia; yet the 
Regard he paid the other, ſhe thought 
ſuch an Inſult to Flavia, that it ſtung her 
to the Soul, creating an extreme Reſent- 
ment againſt De Amie : That now ſhe re- 
ſolves to work up ,Mademoiſelle La Mode 
to accept Mecenas's Offer, not doubting but 
by that means, ſhe ſhould be fully reveng- 
ed on him for the Aﬀront to her favourite 
Daughter. > 
NOR did Flavia ſee the Triumphs of 
her Rival's Charms with leſs Indignation. 
For tho' the many Hours ſhe had ſince paſt 
with Beaufly, in ſome Degrees had leſſened 
the Vexation of being neglected ; yet it had 
made Amiana's Beauties ſo deadly to her, 
that no Degree of Reſentment is able to 
ſet forth her implacable Malice to that 
Lady; 
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Lady; who with a Diſcergment ſuperior 
ſeemed equally unmoved, at all the yarious 
Arts, that Love, or Hate, could contrive 
againſt her. 14; he 

IT is true, tho' naturally ſhe was gay, 
and of an aſpiring 'Temper, yet it was 
mix'd with ſo extreme a Reſerve, and Dit- 
fidence of herſelf, as made it impoffible to 
penetrate the cloſe Receſſes of her Breaſt. 
Her natural Timidity being increaſed a- 
mongſt Strangers, ſhe only returned Madam 
De Baſſonville's indearing Careſſes with an 
obliging Complaiſance, which left her till 
ſo great a Stranger ro her Sentiments, as 
made that ſubtle Lady often to imagine, the 
eaſy Charms of her Behaviour were rather 
owing to a ſprightly Diſpoſition than any 
great Depth of Underſtanding. Charlot, of 
all the Family, was the only Perſon ſhe con- 
verſed with without Reſerve, there being 
mingled in the obliging Converfation, and 
ſweet Diſpoſition of that Lady, an Air of 
engaging Sincerity, that ſoon made Amiana 
her Friend. The' fair Stranger having ob- 
ſerved, on many Occaſions ſhe concealed 
from Madam De Baſſonville her Opinion 
of ſeveral Perſons that viſited there, not 
excepting Mecænas; the began with more 
Freedom to diſcloſe her Mind to that ami- 
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e Day, as Charlot was rally 
ing her about lecæ nas, and perceiving {hs 
received it with an Air that ſhowed ſhe 


was vexed, with the Importunities of this 
Stateſman, much rather than elated with the 


| Vanity of fuch a Con veſt; Cbarlat, con- 


tinuing the Diſcourſe, aid, Methinks, tho 
the Father has not much to engage but 
his Power, the Son wants no Perfections, 
no Charms, to attract the moſt l 
Heart our Sex can be Miſtreſs of; and 
if I can judge, who. have known him 
from his Infancy, he has 4 thouſand Vir- 
tues to make him worthy of * which 
makes me wonder, purſued ſhe, how you 
guard your Heart againſt that too agree- 
able Lover. 1 own, anſwered Amiana, I 


think he. deſerves more to be. eſteemed, 


than moſt of the gay World that viſit 
here, becauſe I believe he is as little tain- 
ted with their Vices as Airs; yet tho“, pur- 
ſued ſhe, I have paſs d my Life many diſtant 
Miles from the polite Influence of a Court, 
I cannot help thinking there is to be found 
an Air, a Delicacy of Genius, and an in- 
imitable Turn of Thought, Which I have 
been ſo far from diſcovering. in De: Amie, 
that even amidſt the Variety that | viſits 
your agreable Mother, I have ſeen but few 
Sparks, 
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Sparks of that inchanting Wit J have ſome- 
times been bleſs d with in a little Village. 
She ended the Words with a Look fo feri- 


Moments with ſurprize; and as we are apt 
to judge of others by the Paſſions moſt 
predominant in ourſelves, the eaſily imagin- 
ed thoſe Perfections, which by her were 
only to be found in the Country, could be 
owing to nothing leſs than ſome happy 


her Heart for ought to change: And re- 
newing the Diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid, My Wonder 
now ceaſes; I am not longer at a Loſs- to 
find a Reaſon for your Inſenſibility to Man- 
kind, fince you own, you have known a 
Perſon who has Merits ſuperior to De A. 
miss. I hope, anſwered Amiana gaily, if 
I own with Sincerity, that, prepoſſeſſed with 
more powerful Charms, I am blind to his 
Excellencies, you'll with the fame Freedom 
confeſs you feel ſomething within, that re 
all Mankind trifling compared to him. 
Tur Blufhes that covered poor Char, 
before the other had uttered the laſt Words, 
made Amiana repent the unthinking Free 
dom with which ſhe ſpoke them, tho! 
convincing hex, -ſhe had hit undeſignedly 
on an ill-natur'd Truth, While Charlot, 
with 


ous; it cauſed Charlot to view her ſome 


Lover, who had too ſecure Poſſeſſion of 


—— EY OI » 2-3 
. * 


. 
ce. en . ms lth... as, .. 
— — 2  —- - ” 1181 — wt 
.. g 1 2 . — WF. a a4 4 8 

1 Þ» - * [os = 4 — - V . DS. 


38 The FEMALE POLITICIAN. 
with the utmoſt Confuſion in her Looks, 
replied, I cannot deny, if I were Miſtreſs 
of your Charms to engage De Amiès Heart, 
I am afraid it would not be in my Power 
to return it with the ſame Inſenſibility. Nei- 
ther Love or Hate, (replied the ſoothing 
Friend) are in our Power, and the moſt 
exalted Heighth our Virtue can reach, is 
(not a calm Inſenſibility) but to. try, with the 
utmoſt Efforts of our Reaſon, to repel the 
pernicious Paſſion that deſtroy our Peace, 
and ſtill to ſtudy, with the ſtrongeſt Guard 
that Prudence can keep, not to expoſe our 
Weakneſs. But (replied the unhappy Charle, 
in a faltering Voice,) did you know, how 
ſevere a Taſk tis in reality to perform 
what a ſhort Leſſon can teach, you would 
be ſoon convinced, that to love, as I _ 
is to be very miſerable. 

O this, the two Ladies entering into 
a ſerious Converſation, about that Paſſion 
whoſe Power they both were no Strangers to, 
with that Freedom which mutual Friend- 
ſhip cteates, Char le, in the following Words, 
made Amiana acquainted with the Uneaſi- 
neſs ſhe had ſuſtained, in ſtriving to ſup- 
preſs a hopeleſs Love. 

Tre Friendſhip. Mecænas has always 
been eu pleaſed to ſhow my Mother, 
| created 
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created a particular Intimacy between De 
Amie and us, from our Infancy. My Bro- 
ther and he went through all. the Exerciſes 
of their Learning together, and he was ſeldom 
from our Houſe: But tho' I was an Infant 
when he was almoſt a Man, yet he ſeem'd 
to take a Pleaſure in amuſing himſelf with 
my childiſh Actions, and would often en- 
tertain the Company with his Opinion, I 
ſhould increaſe in Charms as I grew to be 
a Woman. On every Occaſion, when my 
Siſter and I would have little Diſputes, he 
generally took my Part, with ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions, how much more my Temper 
ought to be liked than hers. Theſe trifling 
Careſſes had ſo great an Influence on me, 
even in my Childhood, that I loved him 
with a far greater Fondneſs than I felt for 
my Brother, As I grew, his increaſed ; and 
at laſt, he being about twenty, tho' at 
that. Time I was not above fourteen, his 
Father having determined he and my Bro- 
ther ſhould travel, when he took his Leave 
of me, it was with an Air of Tenderneſs 
far ſurpaſſing the Endearments of Friend- 
ſhip. The deepeſt Concern was in his Looks, 

when preſſing me by the Hand earneſt- 
ly, he ſaid. Lovely Charlot, in thoſe few 
Years we ſhall be ſeparated from each other, 
your 
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your Charms will arrive at their full Luftrs, 
and, doubtleſs, create numberleſs Lovers; 
yet remember, while De Amie has a Being, 
you do not: beſtow your Heart on one leſs 


worthy than he is of it. Theſe Words, 
| tho now by him forgotten, were the Source 


of all my Miſeries: How many, cried that 
x9) Fair, are the , reſtleſs Nights, and 
weariſom Days they have coſt me! In 
that Moment they made ſo great an 


Impreſſion on me, that 1 believe each 


Character of the Words is writ on my 
Heart, never to be raſed; till Death de- 
ſtroy this wretched Frame. By me you 
ſee, purſued ſhe, how: early the Follies 
of Vanity undo moſt of us; for I, imagin- 
ing this ſlight Compliment flowed from 
a Heart full of a peculiar Friendſhip: be- 
lieved neither Time, Abſence; nor rhe 
Power of any preſent Beauty could drive 


Cbarlot from De Amie's Heart. In theſt 


dangerous, but pleaſing Thoughts, two 
Years paſt away; in every Letter he wrote 
to my Mother, I was mentioned in a par- 
tieular Manner, which even ſhe with a fond 
Indulgence took care to repeat to me: But 
alaſs! at ſixteen, when others begin to feel 
the delightful Effects of their Charms the 
Smiall-Pox robbed me of the little Stock 1 


247 | had; 
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had. You lee, what violent Marks its Rage 
has left on my Face; with much Difficulty 
they ſaved my Life. Here, (interrupting her 
Story) ſhe ſaid, Would to Heaven 1 had 
died, or, at leaſt, when I had loſt all that 
could attract De Amie, J had too loſt all De- 
ſire to pleaſe him, and from that Moment 
his Love, or Hate, had been indifferent to me! 
T will not trouble you with a tedious Repe- 
tition of the Afflictions J ſuſtained on this 
Occaſion; the Neglect and Diſcontent, my 
Mother hourly expreſſed at the Change I 
mM, ſuffered by this cruel Diſeaſe, ſtung me 
to the Heart ; the Looking-Glaſs, too; gave 
me terrible Alarms on De Amze's Score. 
Every Viſit I made after my Re- 
coyery, added to my Afflictions; the general 
Amwcment of all that knew me, but con- 
firm'd, my Grief, Vet what vex'd me moſt, 
was the ill-natur'd Pleaſure I found ſeveral 
of my Acquaintance diſcovered amidſt their 
Condolements. But till I had the Courage 
not to fink under the Malice of my For- 
tune, till De Amies Return, which was 
about ſeven Months after my Recovery. Tis 
impoſſible to deſcribe what Emotion my 
Heart felt, on hearing he was entered the 
Houſe: I had not Courage to ſtay, but 
went into the next Room, where I had the 


G Pleaſure; 
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Pleaſure, the firſt Compliments paſt, to heat 
him "inquire for me, with an Air of Im- 
patience; on which I came out to him. But 
the Amazement and ſhocking Concern he ex- 
preſſed, to ſee ſo ſevere an Alteration in me, 
that Mopnent baniſhed from me every Hope; 
it was then I began to feel the poignant 
Pain of Deſpair: But How ſhall I deſcribe 
to you the Increaſe of her tormenting Ills; 
when each Day I perceived all his former 
engaging Fondneſs for me, transferred to 
my Siſter? My Mother too, by a thouſand 
inſinuating Commendat ions, did all ſhe could 
to blow up his Flame for Flavia. 

I sH ALL, added ſhe, ſpare to mention 
the many Inſults I daily ſuffered from Fla- 
via on this Occaſion, who, triumphing in 
her Charms' Succeſs, in every ill- natured 
Fit made my Misfortunes her Diverſion. 
In the Midſt of theſe Torments, I had not 
one Friend, or friendly Hope to conſole me ; 
| all [ could do was to retire, and, alone; 
| a Looſe to my Sorrows by a Flood of 
Tears. And the only Uſe 1 could make of 
the little Reaſon, as well as Pride, I was 
Miſtreſs of, was to conceal, as much as 
poſſible, the Anxieties of my Mind: Not 
but I am ſenſible, my Afflictions will never 
ceaſe, but in the Grave, It would be te- 
bs dious 
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dious to tell you, purſued ſhe, how often 
I have determined to conquer this Folly, 
and how many the Struggles have been. 
But tho' I ſaw myſelf neglected each Mo- 
ment by De Amie, yet he appears not the 
leſs charming; it being certain, ſaid rhe 
afflicted Chart, in ſpite of my Partiality, 
no one can juſtify their Folly, more than 
myſelf, if a thouſand inchanting Virtues, 
peculiar to him, are capable to attract the 
Heart beyond a cold Admiration. I can- 
not (ſaid Amiana interrupting) join in your 
Opinion he can be a Perſon of ſuch nice 
Honour. Since he once loved Flavia, there 
is a Meanneſs in his unſteady Tem- 
per; and we ought to deſpiſe a Heart, that, 
like fickly Appetites, knows not what will 
pleaſe it: That Reaſon is as defective as 
the Health, that catches at every new Beau- 
ty. They like without Judgment, and by 
conſequence cannot be long charm'd with 
any Thing. Tho', replied Charlot, your 
ſuperiour Merit might juſtify his Change, 
yet I am certain, his Inconſtancy to Flavia 
is owing to an ill Impreſſion of her Virtue, 
(which an Accident let me into) that 1 
know, it was with Pain he reſolved to for- 
get her: Here ſhe related ro Amiang all 
that paſt between her and De Amie, at the 

G 2 Maſque- 
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Maſquerade, (the Unknown being no other. 
than Charlot. She informed that lovely 
Friend, ſhe diſcovered him by his Voice, 
and was certain the Reaſon he did not 
know her, was owing to ſuch a violent 
Cold, as ſhe could only ſpeak by Whiſpers. 
She conceal'd no Part of the Conveltiidn, 
with the Amaze ſhe-believed ſhe put him 
in, when at the ſame Inſtant her Friends 
by a Sign let her know they were going. 
In this Converſation, (purſued ſhe) he com- 
plained, he had been deceived by a falſe 
one : Rage, and Love, by Turns poſſeſs'd 
him, yet Reſentment ſeem'd to promiſe the 
Victory, which, join'd with the cold Man- 
ner he has fince treated Flavia, convin- 
ces me ſome imagined, or real Falſhood of 
hers, has made him negle& her: Nay I 
have now this pleaſing Advantage above: 
her; I am certain I have a large Share of: 
his Eſteem, whilſt all his Actions betray a 
ſevere Contempt for her: But, ſaid Amiana, 
how does your Siſter ſeem to take chis 
Uſage? With an Indignation, reply'd the 
other, that ſhows her Pride more than her 
Heart concerned in his Loſs, her Revenge 
having work d my Mother up to make 


him either very unhappy, or elſe draw his 
Father's — on him. 


AMIANA 


— — — 
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AMIANA expreſſing a Curioſity to 
know their Deſigns againſt De Amie, 
Charlot informed her how ſolicitous Me- 
cænas was to marry his Son to Mademoi- 
ſelle La Mode; that this Morning ſhe had 
heard her Mother tell Flavia, with an ex- 
ulcing Joy, ſhe had brought her to ſuch a 
Compliance, as to propoſe ſeveral Articles, 
which if Mecenas approved, it would | 
doubtleſs be a Match, or De Amie by re- 
fuſing would eternally diſoblige his Father; 
which (purſued ſhe) I know muſt every 
Way torment him; for befide the Regard 
he has for you, there is not a Perſon he. 
likes leſs than Mademoiſelle La Mode in the 
World. I leave you to judge, added Char- 
lot, what I feel amidſt theſe Changes, with- 
out one Hope to ſupport me. No ſooner did 
] ſee him diſengaged from Flavia's fatal 
Chain, bur your more powerful ones ſeiz- 
ed him; and now my Heart has ſome Eaſe 
to find he can meet with no Return, A cruel 
Mother muſt be contriving with a ſevere 
Father, to force him to a Marriage that 
will make him as miſerable as myſelf. Bur 
What is it to me, added ſhe, whom he loves 
or marries? every way Deſpair muſt be my 
Portion: For tho' he ſhould rove for ever 


from Beauty to Beauty, ſtill would he fly 
my 


; 
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my blaſted Charms. Here ſhe ſtop'd; a Flood 
of Tears interrupting her Speech. Amiana, 
in the moſt obliging Manner joining in her 
Grief; gave a thouſand tender Aſſorances 
that De Amie's Paſſion ſhould meet with 
no Encouragement from her ; which ſhe 
mingled with ſeveral ſoothing Inſinuations, 
a white Moment might come, and his firſt 
Regard to her awaken, with ſuch Increaſe 
as to compleat her Happineſs, Charles 
liſtened ro this Diſcourſe with a Pteaſure, 
which ſhowed how ready ſhe was to be 
deceived by any flattering Hopes; and was 
contriving with her agreeable Friend, how 
| to hinder. the Marriage with Mademoiſelle 
La Mode; when of a ſudden the obſerved 
Ami ana's Eyes fix d on a Picture which lay 
in Cbarlits Dreſſing-Box. She ſeemed ſo in- 
tent, tho' the other ſpoke to her two or 
three Times, ſhe did not hear her. After 
ſhe had viewed it a conſiderable Time, 
with an earneſt Air, the aſk'd Charly, 
whoſe Picture it. was; but the other reply- 
ing it is my Brother's, ſhe laid it down 
© Degligently, faying ſhe thought it had been 
the Picture of a Perſon ſhe knew, and per- 
haps, added ſhe, it more reſembles him, 
than it does your Brother. I know not that, 


_ Charlet; but it's thought to be moſt 
like 
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like him of any he ever fat for: The Gaie- 
ty of his Eyes, with the agreeable Smile 
that plays about his Mouth, and ſeems to 
diffuſe a 8weetneſs through every Feature, 
was never before hit by any Painter that 
drew him: Ah! ſaid the other, with a Sigh, 
it was that Look, you ſpeak of, made me 
think I knew the Original. But no ſuch 
good Fortune, purſued ſhe, is to attend 
me; I am to be wretched beyond any Pa- 
rallel that can be made of my Misfortune; 
but ſuch as a tacked Imagination has 
ſometimes invented, to mo what a Height 
human Miſery may arrive at. By her Looks 
Charlot expreſſing her Aſtoniſhment, to ſee 
Amiana ſo diſordered, that Lady, purſuing 
the Diſcourſe, faid, I believe by the Sur- 
rize that appears in your Looks, you think 
2 has only made you unhappy: And 
that I have heard you tell, how much you 
ſuffer by a Paſſion, I am a Stranger to. 
But, continued ſhe, when you know the 
Story of my uncommon Folly, you'll own 
your Misfortunes many Degrees inferior 
to mine. 
Tursx Words giving Charlof Opportu- 
nity to let Amiana know, how deſirous ſhe 
was to be acquainted with thoſe Tranſacti- 
ons of her Life which had made her ſo un- 


happy; 


1 
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happy; the other replied to her Requeſt 
in the following Words. $ 

: You know, both my Parents dying in 
my Infancy, 1 was left to the Care of my 
Grandmother. The Fondneſs that Lady 
had for me, cauſed me not to regret their 
Loſs by any Misfortune 1 ſuſtain'd by their 
Death. Her Tenderneſs equalling, if not 
ſurpaſſing, all I could expe& from their 
paternal Love. Nor can I here paſs over 
in Silence the Care ſhe took of my Edu- 
cation; it was to her admirable Inſtructions, 
and excellent Example, I owe all the Sen- 
timents I have of Virtue; nor did ſhe omir 
the leaſt Thing ſhe imagined requiſite to- 
wards my Improvement, in the moſt polite 
Manner; at the ſame Time ſhe ſtudied a 
thouſand innocent Amuſements to divert 
me; and ſo little did ſhe aſſume the Au- 
ſterity of a grave Parent, that from my 
Infancy ſhe made me her Companion: By 
which means; oh every Occaſion, with the 
good Senſe ſhe was Miſtreſs of, ſhe expoſed 
to me, the Folly, Affectations, or ridiculous 
Humours of thoſe that deſerved it; and 
taught me to avoid the like in myſelf. In 
which happy State I continued to the Age 
nf Sixteen, my Time employed in thoſe 
. Improvements ſhe thought fir, join'd with 


all 
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all the Diverſions a country Life could yield: 
When a troubleſome Law-Svit obliged het 
to go to a little Eſtate ſhe had about fifty 
Miles off; and fearing ſhe ſhould be forced 
to ſtay above a Month, {he would not take 
me along with her, imagining I ſhould for- 
get the Language I was then learning; 
and being intimate with the Daughters of 
Monfieur De Alben, a Gentleman not ten 
Miles diſtant from us, ſhe left me there 
| till her Return. In which Place I had not 
paſſed three Days, when bone Evening, as 
we were dancing with 2 good deal of Com- 
pany, two Gentlemen arrived; that had 
ſome private Buſineſs with Monſieur De Al- 
zen. We eaſily perceived, the Coming of theſe 
Gentlemen made the Diverſions of the 
Night uneaſy to him. He Juſt fat down 
to Supper; bit as ſoon as it was ended; 
leaving his Lady to entertain the Company, 
went to his new Gueſts, The next Day, 
He dined in his Chamber; under the Pre- 
tence of the Gout; and by this Time; the 
Company being gone, I; with one of his 
Daughters; going to ſee him, He acquainted 
me, That two Friends having ſome reaſons 
Which obliged them to ſtay with him; and 


while they were there, judging it would be 


* their Prejudice to be known; he was 


H forced 
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forced to retire, as indiſpoſed, to keep them 


Company: At the ſame Time letting me 
know, he would be glad, if I would, either 


with his Lady, or eldeſt Daughter, help 
them to paſs away a few Hours at Cards, 
Which I conſenting to, the Gentlemen ap- 
pear'd, and we fat down to play. The 


_ youngeſt of them was ſo perfectly like your 


Brother's Picture, that I need not deſcribe 


him. But, added ſhe, it's not in my Power 
to give you the leaſt Idea of rhe Charms of 


his Converſation. At firſt he ſeem'd a little 


melancholy ; but ſoon recovering the native 


Gaiety of his Temper, in all he ſaid, or did, 


there was ſuch a peculiar Air, a Manner 
ſo engaging, a Wit, a Genius ſo uncom- 
mon, that I believe, without Partiality, he 


is unequall'd. For it is impoſſible to give 
you the leaſt Notion of his Excellencies, 


unleſs you had known Bellmont himſelf. 


For my Part, purſued Amiana, I was fo 


charmed with his Wit, that like the Fable 
of Orpheus, whoſe Harmony taught Trees 


and Rocks to move, inſpired -by his Ex- 
ample, I talk'd and ſaid, I knew not what. 
Never was Evening paſt in a Converſation 
more delightful; and tho' I am. ſenſible, 


purſued ſhe, there was Abundance of Flat- 
tery mingled 3 in his fine inſinuated Complai- 
ſance, 
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ſance, yet what he ſaid, flowed from him 
in ſo unaffected Manner, one would have 
imagined, a peculiar Regard inſpired him 
in thoſe Moments. | | 

WHEN we parted to go to Reſt, and I 
was left alone, I did nothing but think of 
him, with the Tranſactions of the Day. 
Yet all I gained by thoſe Thoughts, was, 
that each Word, Look, and Action of his, 
by recollecting and comparing him with, 
others, made him ſtill appear with new 
Graces, and a thouſand additional Perfecti- 
ons, Nor could I help flattering myſelf, 
by the Reſpe& he paid me, I was not 
diſagreeable to him. But thoſe pleaſing 
Thoughts were ſoon changed, with the 
Fear it might proceed from a complaiſant 
Diſpoſition ; it being impoſſible, for a Per- 
ſon of his Senſe, to ſee any Thing in a 
country Girl, worthy his Regard, But tho 
this' Reflexion gave me a great deal of 
Pain, yet it helped me to guard my Heart, 
or at leaſt to confine my Words and Acti- 
ons to ſo ſtrict a Reſerve, as not to let him 
think I could eaſily be led into a Belief, 
it was in my Power to inſpire him, or any 
other, with a Paſſion I treated with Scorn: 
Which Reſolution I exactly obſerved. Tho 
I was perfectly eaſy, and treated him with 
H a2 Free- 
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Freedom but when he ever entertain'd me 
ſeriouſly on that Subject, [ either avoided 
him, or turned it into Ridicule. 
Tus, for above a Fortnight, we paſs d 
the Time: When one Night, in the hotteſt 
Seaſon of the Year, finding it impoſſible to 


fleep, and perceiving the Day began to 


break, I flipped on my Night-gown, and 
went into the Garden, with a Deſign to 
cool myſelf. When turning to the neareſt 
Walk that led to a green Arbour, hearing 
fome People talking, I went aſide to paſs, 
unſeen by them, toward the back Part of 
the Arbour. But when I came there, per- 
ceiving it was Bellmont and his Friend, I 
pwn; on hearing my Name mention d, I 
could not help ſtaying, and liſtening to their 
Diſcourſe. The firſt I heard, was the F riend 
aſking the other, if I had any Fortune in- 
dependent of Madam De Bueville my Grand- 
Mother. To which Bell ont replied, Only 
twenty thouſand Crowns, which was her 
Mother's Fortune; not but, added he, it's 
thought, Madam De Bueville will conſidera- 
bly augment it, either at her Marriage, or 
at her gyn Death: Vet for all that, pur- 
ſued he, it's the Height of Folly for me 
to imagine it poſlible ſhe can be a Fortune 
ſuitable for my Circumſtances, my Eſtate 

: being 


\ 
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being too little to ſupport the Figure I am 
obliged to make; being confident if I ever 
* marry, it will be ſome worthleſs Perſon, 
that will want every Attraction but that of 
a Fortune; which, continued he with a 
Sigh, would not have been ſo inſupporta- 
ble, had I not ſeen this lovely Innocent, 
who has made too great an Impreſſion on 
me ever to feel a Tenderneſs for any other: 
Nay, methinks, all the reſtleſs Deſires of 
Ambition, which uſed to diſturb my Peace, 
leſſen at the Sight of her, The leaſt trifling 
Look, or Action, of that Lady, diffuſes a 
Pleaſure through my Heart, I was a Stran- 
ger to before I ſaw her. Tis only, an- 
ſwered his Friend, the warm Emotions of 

your young Blood, which would ſoon be 
cooled by Poſſeſſion: And take my Word, 
continued he, what you will feel for k 
bundred more of the Sex, before you are 
twenty Years older. I very much doubt 
that, anſwered Bellmont. I have ſeen, and 
liked, nay fancied I have loved before; but 
now, tho' my Soul is poſſeſs d with ſuch 
an extreme Fondneſs for her, that I am 
reſtleſs, and hate the Moments I am from 
her, yet there is mix'd in my Love ſo great 
a Tenderneſs, I could as eaſily reſolve to 
Joſe my Eyes, as give her the leaft = 
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And ſuch, added he, is the Power her In- 
nocence has on me, I would not, even at the 
Price of Enjoyment, loſe that amiable 
Eſteem I have for her. Much more, faid 
ſhe, I heard to the ſame Purpoſe, whilſt 
his Friend endeavoured to reaſon and ridi- 
cule him out of his Pafſion. I leave you 
to judge what Effect this Diſcourſe had 
on me, who before was too ſenſible of his 
Charms. I, now thinking I was convinced 
of his Love, entirely abandoned myſelf to 
the Folly of that Paſſion: And tho' I heard 
him talk of the Smallneſs of his Eſtate, and, 
before I ſaw Bellmont, did not myſelf want 
Ambition, yet I could not help thinking a 
Cottage, with him, a Happineſs ſurpaſſing 
the moſt exalted Grandeur that an abſolute 
Monarch could beſtow on me. 
Bo r it was not long before I was awak- 
ed from theſe pleaſing Dreams, to feel 
Anxieties more terrible than the other were 
delightful. The firſt was the Return of 
Madam De Bueville; and tho' I was glad 
to think I ſhould fee that valuable Parent, 
yet, when | reflected, it would ſeparate me 
from Bellmont, the Thought was inſup- 
portable; nor was it mitigated by finding in 
him a Concern ſuperiour to mine. It was 
on this Occaſion, with an Air that appear'd 
touch'd 
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touch'd with a real Grief, he let me know, 
he ſhould be the moſt unhappy of Men, 
unleſs I promiſed to let him viſit me; 
| Which, however agreable to me, I neither 
directly conſented to, nor forbid. 


Map AM De Bueville having ſent the 


Chariot to fetch me, and I being obliged 
to go the next Day very early, Mademoiſelle 
Villarette, Monſieur De Alben's youngeſt 


Daughter, telling me ſhe had ſome private 
Buſineſs with me, when we had. took our” 


Leave of the Company to go to Bed, we 
both went into the Garden. But, Good 
Heavens! cried Amiana, how ſhall I give 
you an Idea of my Amazement, when ſhe 
began to acquaint me, as a great Secret, 
that Bellmont was violently in love with 
her; and how ſhe had heard from her Fa- 
ther, he was a Gentleman that had a con- 
fiderable Intereſt at Court. For which Rea- 
ſon, ſhe thought ſhe ought not to flight 
ſuch an Offer. And further acquainted me 
that, that Afternoon, they had agreed in 
two Days te make me a Viſit, with a De- 
ſign to get Madam De Bueville's Chaplain 
to marry them. It was well for me, ad- 
ded Amiana, the Darkneſs conceal'd the 


Surprize that mult have been in my Looks: 


For it was with great Difficulty I contain'd 


myſelf, 


56 The FEMALE PoLITICIAN, 

myſelf, ſo far as coldly to anſwer, I thought 
it would be very wrong, in an Affair of 
that Nature; not to follow her Father's 
Directions. But; in ſpite of all I could ob- 
ject, finding ſhe ſtill continued in the Re- 
ſolution, I pretended a ſudden Ilinefs, and 
left her to go to Bed: Where I reflected 
on all ſhe faid; and certainly nothing could 
equal what I ſuffered: Rage, Grief, and 
Love, ſucceſſively took their Turns to tor- 
ment me. How did I deſpiſe myſelf, to 
think I could fall fo eaſy a Prey to a wild 
Inconſiderate! What dreadful Ideas did 1 
not form of the contemptible Opinion. he 
muſt needs have of me! I now imagined all 
the obliging Things he had faid to me; was 
only a ſevere Ridicule on ſomie ſtrange Fol- 
ly, or Vanity he had diſcovered in me; 
What vex'd me moſt, amidſt theſe uneaſy 
Reflexions, was, that none of Monfieur De 
Alben's Daughters were eſteem'd Miſtreſs of 
ſo little Senſe; as Mademoiſelle Villarette ; 
tho' ſhe was generally admired for her 
Beauty. When I reflected on Bellmont's late 
Diſcourſe in the Garden, I own it ſtagger- 
ed me, and I did not well know what to 
think, When, ſtill to heighten my Vexa- 
tion, I fancied they had ſeen me, and fell 
into that Diſcourſe, ro be revenged on me 


for 
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for my indiſcreet Curioſity in liſtening to 
their Diſcourſe. | 
| I theſe diſtracting Reflexions, I pale d 
the Night without cloſing my Eyes. And 
all I could reſolve, was to appear inſenſi- 
ble to Bellmont of the Affront. For which 
Reaſon I took care the next day, without 
ſeeming to deſign it, to avoid giving him 
the leaſt Opportunity to enter into a par- 
ticular Converfation. Tho' I obſerved he 
very much endeavoured it, and ſo artfully 
did he diſſemble, if it were Diſſimulation, 
that I am ſure an indifferent Judge would 
have thought him touch'd with a real Con- 
cern. When I had taken leave of the 
Company, he came to me, and ſaid in a 
low Voice, I believe I have contrived in 
leſs than three Days, to have the Happineſs 
of ſeeing you again, and hope, when I have 
acquainted Madam De Bueville who I am, 
ſhe will permit me at leaſt the Honour of 
viſiting you. To which I only replyed 
with a cold Civility, that I believed any 
Friend of Monſieur De Alben's would be 
very acceptable to Madam De Bueville. 
I ſtayed not for. his Anſwer, but went di- 
retly into the Chariot. | 
I sH ALL not trouble you with the 
Change I found in myſelf, from the Time 
I 1 
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I left that happy Scat, to my Return. And, 


as they were the firſt anxious Moments 
I had ever known, fo they were the leſs 
to be ſupported. Madam De Bueville took 
Notice of the Alteration in my Looks, 
which 1 was forced to conceal with Ex- 
cuſe of not being well. After two Days 
had paſs'd, in an Uneaſineſs that is better 
to be imagined than deſcribed, the third, 
Mademoiſelle Villarette, with one of her 
Siſters, and the two Friends, came to viſit 
me. The Sight of her, and Bellmont together, 
All'd me with ſuch Torments, that. I even 
fancy'd I ſaw the Prieſt join cheir Hands. 
And, fearmg I ſhould expoſe my Weakneſs 
on this Occaſion, I beg'd Madam De Bue- 
ville to fay, I was dbliged that Day to viſit 
a Friend who was ill; tho''befote T could 
prevail on her to deny me, I was forced to 
form ſome plauſible Excufe. Yet ſo little 
was I Miſtreſs of myſelf, I almoſt every 
Minute repented my not being ſeen to ob- 
ſerve their Behaviour. I was not long in 
this Perplexity, ſhe being ſcarce entered the 
Houſe, before a Meſſenger from Monſicur De 
Alben came, to inform that freſh Orders were 
come to the Army to march immediately; 
which obliged Bellnont to take his Leave. 
Yet beforche went. in that ſhort Space, he 
wrote 
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wrote the following Letter, and prevail'd 
on my Maid to deliver it to me. 


Brtitnenr to AMIANA, 4 
HO,, to indulge @ very ftrange Piece f 
ill Nature, you ſhun the Sight of the 

- wretched Bellmont, yet chi] be has 
Life, every Thought of Amiana will. be dear 
to him. I have nat Time to expoſtulate what 
could move you to aff in ſuch a cruel Mau- 
ner, and ſball ouly beg you'll guard your 
Heart with the ſame Severity ito all Man- 
kind, as you have done to Bellmont, till you 
ſhall be convinced, he only is capable to love 
with that reſpectful Tenderneſs your Meir 
deſerve. 


Your eternally devored, 


} 


Humble Servant, 
BELL MONT. 


Ox reading this I beggn to think it was 
ating the Scene too ſeriouſly, to be a con- 
tinued Ridicule. I after took ſeveral Oc- 
caſions to talk with Mademoiſelle Villarette 
about him, and found her Expectations 
he would marry her, grounded on very pe- 
rilous Hopes. Vet I cannot but think he 


I 2 endea- 
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endeavoured to deceive one of us, which 
equally ought to give me a mean Opinion 
of him. And ſuch, I own, is my Weakneſs, 
that little Acquaintance with him will 
make me inſenſible to the reſt of the World. 
For every Word, or Action of his, is ſo 
dear to my Memory, that could I but think 
his Love ſincere, it would be a more ſub- 
lime Happineſs bur to think of him, than 
all the various Delights the World can 
yield. I received ſeveral Letters, fill'd with 
the moſt reſpectful Paſſion that could be 
expreſſed, begging I would vouchſafe an 
Anſwer : But tho' I have a hundred times 
fat down to write one, yet ſtill doubting 
his Sincerity, joined with Madam De Bue- 
villes Illneſs, I never returned him any, 
WHeN, fully to compleat my Unhap- 
pineſs, after being ill about three Months, 
1 loſt that dear Parent. You know it was 
her Requeſt I ſhould live with your Mother. 
For which Reaſon, as ſoon as my Guardi- 
ans had ſettled my Affairs, I came to Town, 
Tho' as ſoon as I had a little recovered 
my Grief, and finding that admirable Lady 
had left a Fortune beyond my Expectati- 
ons, I had Thoughts to ſatisfy my Doubts 
concerning Bellmont; but on Enquiry I found 
there was no ſuch Perſon in the Army. On 
which, 
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which, reflecting all the Letters he ſent 
me, were delivered to my Maid, by the 
Wife of a Soldier, I judg'd he had too many 
covered and deceitful Ways for a Perſon of 
Honour; which made me reſolve to have 
no Correſpondence with him, at leaſt that 
Way. And tho), purſued ſhe, I would be 
well pleaſed to be certain who he is, yet I 
would nor make the leaſt Enquiry of Mon- 
fieur De Alben, for fear he ſhould gueſs the 
Motive that induced me to it. ; 

You ſee, ſaid Amiana, ending her Story, 
how many various Ways this ſubtle Paſſion 
can imbitter the Joys of Life. You love, 
hopeleſs of Return; yet find the Object 
worthy the ſofteſt Regard. Whilſt I for- 
lorn am charm'd, and ſo dote on one I 
know not, and am toſt in a thouſand Fears, 
I ought rather to hate him. I believe, con- 
tinued the fair Amana, by this Time, you'll 
own I am far more unhappy than you. 
You ſee, you converſe with De Amie, are 
certain of his Eſteem, which Time may 
ripen to Love. I know not but I am de- 
ſpiſed, by the only Perſon I can imagine 
agreeable ; and, whether I am beloved or 
hated, have no Hopes of ever ſeeing him 
again, 


, 
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Bu T whilſt the Ladies were unfolding 
to each other their Misfortunes, Madam 
De Baſſonville and Flavia were buſied in 
the pleaſing Hopes of being revenged on 
De Amie. Madam La Mode having ſent 
by that artful Favorite the Articles to Me- 
cænas, ſhe propoſed he ſhould agree to, be- 
fore this mighty Alliance could be com- 
pleated, judging this the prudent Way of 
diſpoſing herſelf in Marriage ; on this Oc- 
caſion the Widow took care to hint to] Me- 
cœnas, If he would ſucceed with Amiana, 
he muſt diſpoſe of his Son, ſhe fearing 


. that Lady might be more charm'd with his 


Youth, than the ſuperior Excellencies that 
adorn the Father. This Diſcourſe had fo 
abſolute an Effect, he reſolved, on pain of 
his eternal Diſpleaſure, to force his Son to 


this Marriage. 


In the midſt of theſe Schemes to per- 
plex De Amie, an Accident happened, that 
very much chagrined that ſubtle Lady and 
her favorite Daughter. Madam De Baſſon- 
ville's Houſe being too little for her large Fa- 


mily, Charlat and Amiana lodged together, 


and Flavia had a little Room to herſelf, on 
the ſame Floor, joining to the other's Cham- 
ber. One Night, Amiana, not being in a 
Humour to ſtay with the Company, retired 

| tO 


to her Chamber; which De A perceiv- 
ing, thought it would be a fit Opportunity 
to gain a private Converſation with her. 
He beg'd Cbarlot to go with him to her 
Apartment, which ſhe readily complied to, 
whatever ſecret Reluctance ſhe might feel. 
In the mean while, Flavia, whoſe Malice 
made her obſerving, being ſatisfied De Amie 
and her lovely Couſin were together, ſhe 
ſaid to Mecenas, in a low Voice, Does not 
your Lordſhip think your Son and Amana; 
like happy Lovers, are withdrawn to enjoy 
each other's Company? Mecænas alarmed, 
defiring her to explain, ſhe ſaid, If you'll 
ſep into Amiana's Chamber, you will find 
ſhe does not diſlike the Company of all 
Mankind. 

MECANAS ſtays to hear no more, 
but, fired with Jealouſy, went directly to 
Amiana's Apartment, and, without Cere- 
mony, began to rally that Lady on the 
Liking ſhe had often expreſſed to be re- 
tired; telling her, a favoured Lover was a 
very agreeable Help to paſs the tedious 
Hours with, She began to anſwer him 
with a Warmth, that ſhow'd ſhe was not 
awed with his Power. When, of a ſudden, 
they heard from the Bed, the Curtains be- 
ing drawn in order for their going to Reſt, 

one 


— — — — 


64 The FEMALE PoLITIoIAX. 

one ſneezing violently three or four Times. 
At which Charlot and Amiana looking ſur- 
prized, they both roſe, and drawing the 
Curtains expoſed, Beaufly lying on the Bed. 
At which they giving a great Shriek, the 
Noiſe brought up Madam De Baſſonville 
and Flavia. I believe it will be difficult to 
repreſent, which was moſt amazed, the 
Beau, or the Company. Amiana and Charlot 
were the firſt that aſk'd him how he came 
there: To which, with a confident Air, he 
ſaid; He never diſcovered the Reaſons that 
induc'd him to enter a Lady's Chamber. But, 


reply'd Amiana,(with a Look which ſhow'd 


how deeply ſhe thought her Reputation in- 
jured) You ought be pre you go hence, be 
made to tell what induced you to ſuch an 
unparallel'd Action. Here Flavia, inter- 
rupting her, ſaid, Tho' you ſhould put the 
Gentleman. to the Trouble of inventing an 
Excuſe, we all believe he only retired to 
_ contemplate. Seneca, or the Chriſtian Heroe 
you ſo much admire, This malicious Re- 
flexion of Flavia's had an Effect different 
from what ſhe expected. For De Amie,” 
looking on her with Scorn, ſaid, Madam, if 
. I miſtake not, Monſieur Beaufly is better 
{kill'd in ſending ſeaſonable Bills, than ſtudy- 
ing Seneca, he underſtanding how to draw 
a 
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a Lady to a more private Amity than the Maſ- 
querade. And I wonder how ſuch a perfect 
Maſter of Intriegues, could make fo gredt a 
Blunder as to miſtake the Apartment. There 
is nothing in Nature of what you have ſaid, 
anſwered Beaufly with his uſual Confidence: 
For, may the Furies ſinge me! if I was not 
ſo charmed with the neat Foot, and pretty- 
coloured Shoe: ſtrings of Madam Baſſon- 
villes Maid, that perceiving the Company 
engaged, I withdrew hither, to watch an 
Opportunity to ſee if her Leg were an- 
ſwerable to her enchanting Foot; and beg 
ten thouſand Pardons, for occaſioning this 
Confuſion. „ ad and 
IN the mean while, Madam De Baſſon- 
ville, who was too well acquainted with 
De Amie, to doubt the Truth of his ill- 
natur'd Reflexions, join'd with the Confuſi- 
on of Flavia, aſſuming a very grave Look, 
reproach d Beaufly with the Scandal he 
might have brought on her Family, by his 
Indiſcretion; ending, with deſiring him for 

the future to ceaſe viſiting her, and that 
Moment withdraw, Which Command the 
Beau. with a low Bow obeyed, perhaps 
not diſpleaſed he had eſcaped ſo well. 

Wurx he was gone, the Peer, who | 
with Rage had obferved his Son ſo zealous 
<7 to 
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to fave Amiana's Honour, tho' at the Ex- 
pence of Flavia's, looking on him with 
Indignation, ſaid, I ſee you are grown a 


Knight Errant in the Cauſe of Love, and 


ſuppoſe you intend to throw the Gauntlet, 
and bid Defiance to all that ſhall preſume 
to ſay any one is ſo fair, or virtuous, as 
the Heroine you adore ; elſe ſure you would 
never have been ſo wild, to give ſuch an 
ill-natured. Turn, to vindicate | a Reputa- 
tion, we all know unqueſtionably good: 
But Sir, added he, I deſire you, and all the 
Company, to take notice, I think I am the 
Proper Perſon to be conſulted in the Choice 
of a Wife; and would have you, if you 
expect I ſhould regard you as a Son, never 
think: of any other Perſon, but Madenggiede 
La Mode, for a Wife. 

HAD De Amie, been ſtruck with Thun 


der, he could not be more ſurprized; he 


remain d aſtoniſhed ſame Moments. When, 
on a little Recollection, he replyed, I hope, 
My Lord, in all Things you'll find, I have 
a juſt Senſe of the Duty of a Son: But, 
Jam afraid at preſent, we are both too 
much diſordered, to enter into further Diſ- 


courſe; for which Reaſon, I beg Leave to 


withdraw, and take a more cool Time, to 
convince you how ready I am to obey you 
8 in 
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in every Thing I ought. He ftay'd not for 


Mecenas's Reply, but withdrew. 

Tu Stateſman being left with Amiana 
and the Family, he, addreſſing his Diſcourſe 
to that Lady, and blending the Submiſſions 
of a Lover with the Authority of his Rank, 
let her know he was diſpleaſed to find De 
Amie his Rival; which ſhe perceiving, 
took care to convince him, the So.1 was as 


perfectly indifferent to her, as the Father; 


and in all her Actions there appearing a 
cold Reſpect, that ſhow'd how little ſhe 
eſteem'd or fear'd his Greatneſs, it ſtung 
him ſo, he could not help letting her know 
„hat an unbounded Authority he had, at 
the fame Time aſſuring her it would be 
her own Fault, if ſhe did not both com- 


mand him, and it. To which that Lady 


replied, with an unconcerned Look ; My 
Lord, I neither want, nor defire, a Power 
beyond what Fortune has beſtowed on me. 
Your Ambirion then, anſwered he peeviſhly, 
has very narrow Bounds. I believe it has, 
replied ſhe, and yet I can't help thinking 
it is a truer Greatneſs, in the Soul, to be 


content with the Fortune that is neceſlary 


to ſupport the Manner one has been bred in, 
than ſubmit to owe one's Riſe to the par- 
ticular Favour of a Superiour : For, unleſs 

3 one 
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one is guilty of Ingratitude, 'the Pain of 
being obliged, ſo much enſlaves the Mind 
to the Will of the Benefactor, as to deprive 
it of its native Freedom; which, to me, ad- 
ded ſhe, would be an Uneaſineſs, the higheſt 
Grandeur could not recompenſe. This un- 
moved Temper of Amiana's, more perplex'd 
the Politician how to manage, than Affairs 
of the greateſt Conſequence. For at the 
ſame time he was charmed with her Beauty, 
he was enraged at her Scorn; in one Mo- 
ment he would reſent her Inſenſibility, and 
the next own himſelf the Offender, with 
the loweſt Submiſſions. But finding nei- 
ther could prevail, and her Charms ſtill 
gaining a greater Aſcendent on him, he at 
laſt, as a mighty Favour, offers to marry 
her. But, what a Shock did his Pride meet, 
to find both his Power and Perſon refuſed! 
He had Recourſe to the Widow, to know 


what could be done. But that ſubtle Lady, 
who was not diſpleaſed at her refuſing to 
marry him, took care to hint, there were 
Ways to make her comply on eaſier Terms; 
and that ſome Ladies, rather choſe to be 
conquered by Force of Arms, than Per- 
ſualions. 

HE R Approbation being all he wanted, 
They ſoon contrived how to put their De- 


ſigns 


0 
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ſigns in Execution. Madam De Baſſonville 
uſing to go often to a Seat of Mecenas's, 
a few Miles out of Town, they determined 
to act there, their deteſtable Stratagems. 
She began to find herſelf extremely ill for 
Want of Air, and, as uſual, took Amiana 
and Flavia with her; Charlot being very ill 
was left in Town. The Thoughts of De 
Amie's being forced ro marry Mademoiſelle 
La Made, had ſeized her tender Spirit with 
ſo violent a Grief, that her Life began to 
be doubred, 
IN the mean while, De Amie, who was 
perplex d between his Regard for Amana, 
and his Father's late Treatment, joined with 
his Command to marry. Mademoiſelle La 
Mode: Knowing all the Family, but Char- 
lot, was at Mecænass, he made her a Viſit, 
in Hopes to learn from her, how far Me- 
cœnas intended to carry that Deſign. He 
had ſcarce entered into Converſation, when 
they were told the Chevalier De Baſſon- 
ville was arrived: The Poſt that Gentle- 
man had in the Army, having ſeparated 
theſe two Friends almoſt three Years, no- 
thing could be more agreable to De Ame, 


in this Exigence of his TO than his 
Return, 


AFTER 


/ 


70 The FEMALE POLITICIAN. 


AFTER. the firſt Endearments, the 
hopeleſs Lover, and the unhappy Siſter, 
began to acquaint him with all that had 
happened ſince Amiana had been there. 
Charlet informed them, ſhe fear'd this Vi- 
ſit ro Mecenas, might have ſome Deſign 
in it, to enſnare Amiana: Becauſe, when 
that Lady ſeem'd inclined to ſtay with her, 
her Mother had charg'd her to diſſuade A 
miana from it. Nor did ſhe fail to let De 
Amie know, it was the determined Reſolu- 
tion of his Father, he ſhould marry Made- 
me; ſeie La Mode; to all which the Cheva- 
| lier liſtened with an Attention, that ſhow'd 
how much he intereſted himſelf in that 
Affair. And after they had diſcourſed and 
conſulted what was to be done, De Amie 
appearing more uneaſy at Amiana's Indiffe- 
rence, than the Fear of being forced to 
comply to the Marriage his Father intended, 
it was agreed, he and the Chevalier ſhould 
go to Mecenas's Seat, and, by the Help of a 
Key, which he had often done, let himſelf 
into the Park, and from thence into the 
Garden; where they intended to wait *till 
the Family were at Reſt, and then find 
ſome means by her Maid, to ſpeak with 
her. Charlot forwarded this Propoſal, hop- 
ing from Amiana s Friendſhip, ſome advan- 
tageous 


tageous Turn in her Favour; lling them, 
ſhe believed if they concealed themſelves in 
the Labyrinth, in the Park, it was probable 
Amiana would viſit that Place before ſhe 
went to Bed; ſhe having taken ſuch a Lik- 
ing to it, as frequently to ſteal from the 
Company, to wander alone there. The 
Chevalier hearing what his Siſter ſaid, was 
fully bent on going; and being late, in a 
Chariot and fix, they drove as faſt as PU | 
ble to the Place, 


In the mean while, Amiana finding Me 
cenas's Affairs ſtill to keep him in Town, 
with an unſupecting Tranquility, enjoyed | 
the Pleaſures of the Place. They hid 
paſe'd three Days, without the Hurry of 
Viſitors; and having ſpent moſt of the After- 
noon atPlay, the Ladies being weary of that 
Diverſion, they gave over, and went to walk 
in- the Garden ; where, without ſeeming to 
deſign it, they ſeparated from each other. 
Amiana finding herſelf alone, went to her 
favourite Labyrinth, and in that gloomy 
Solitude had paſs d an Hour, when ſhe per- 
ceived a Man in a plain Dreſs approach 
her; whom ſhe imagining to be a Servant 
belonging to the Family, without any Ap- 
prehenſion, ſuffered to come cloſe to her. 

But what can deſcribe her Fright, when 
| ſhe 
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ſhe found he laid hold on her; and could 
diſcern, by the Glimmerings of the Moon, 
that here and there darted through the 
Boughs, an odd antick Creature with mon- 
ſtrous white Brows, his. Face full of brown 
Furrows, and Cheeks unnaturally covered 
over with Red. He ſpoke not a Word, but 
throwing his Arms about her Neck, treated 
her in ſo rude a Manner that (amidſt her 
Reſiſtance) ſhe had recourſe to loud Shrieks: 
Which the Raviſher often endeavoured to 
ſtop, by laying his Hands on her Mouth; 
and ſtill continuing his Silence, and rude 
Treatment, he by Force had tied her Hands, 
when Providence interpoſing in her Relief, 
in that Inſtant brought De Amieè's Chariot 
under the Wall of the Park. Where hear- 
ing her Cries, he ſaid, It's certainly Ami- 
ana s: On which the Chevalier, who was 
no leſs attentive than the other, on hear- 
ing her repeated Cries, ſaid, Indeed, it 
is Amiana's Voice; and that Moment get- 
ting out of the Coach, and making the Ser- 
vant drive it cloſe to the Wall, with one 
Step from the Coach-box, (to which be 
flew up, ſwift as Thought) he reach'd the 
Height of the Wall: And from thence leap- 
ing down, ran directly to the Place, where 
her Cries directed him. 


II 
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I was happy for the diſguiſed Raviſher, 


in this Hurry to ſave Amiana, the Chevalier 
had forgot his Sword, and left it in che 


Chariot, or doubtleſs he had that Moment 
pierc d his baſe Heart; however, when he 
faw the vile Wretch trying to ſtop her 
Mouth, while ſhe was ſtruggling on her 
Knees, he flew to him, and ſeizing him by 
| the Throat, almoſt ſtrangled him. And being 
much ſtronger, dragging him ſome Paces 
from her, he began to beat him in ſo terri- 
ble a Manner, that unable to bear the Pain; 
he roar'd out, and to the amazed Chevalier 
diſcovered the Voice of Mecenas. Which 
not only ſtay'd him from further aſſault- 


ing him, but, raiſing him from the Ground, 
he ſaid, MV Lord, I have too many Ob- 


ligations here, not to ſtop all Reſentment, 
or Reproaches. And then turning to Amia- 
na, whoſe Hands were tyed; at the ſame 
Time he was looſening them, ſaid; Madam, 
fly this deteſted Place, and believe; whilſt 
Bellmont has Life, you are ſafe in his Pro- 
tection. On which, ſhe a little recoverin 

from her dreadful Fright, in the firſt Tran- 
ſports, cryed, It's indeell Bellmont himſelf; 
and then, burſting into a Flood of Tears, 
ſunk down into his Arms. But he; ob- 
ſerving Mecænas haſten towirds the Houle; 
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without ſpeaking the leaſt Word to them; 
ſaid to her, Madam, we muſt fly this Mo- 
ment, for Fear of fome new Injury, that 
will not be in the Power of Bellmont to 
ſave you from. And informing her, De 
Amie waited at the Park- gate to conduct 
her to ſome Place of Safety, ſne made no 
Stay, but flew as faſt as poſſible thither. 
ACCORDING as the Chevalier ſaid, De 
Amie, finding it impoſſible to get over the 
Wall, as De Baſſonville had done, by rea- 
ſon of a late Hurt in his Foot, he had the 
Chariot drove to the Gate, and juſt opened 
it, as they came thither; which, getting im- 
mediately into it, they drove as faſt as Pol: 

ble to Town. . | 
 I'T's eaſy to believe, as they were on 
their Journey, they informed De Amie all 
that happened. I will not pretend to de- 
ſcribe his Surprize and Concern, to find 
his Father could be guilty of an Action fo 
very baſe. But the Chevalier, who had a 
deeper Penetration then the other, owned, 
from what Charlot had ſaid, he feared ſome 
ſuch Deſign; being ſenſible, the Complai- 
ſance his Mother had to the Will of Mecænas, 
would not hinder her on any Occaſion. to 
diſpute his Command; yet whatever his 
private Semiments were, he to them art- 
| fully 
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fully excuſed her, on the Weakneſs of the 
| Sex, overpower'd by Fear and Perſuaſions, 
with perhaps too nice a Senſe of Gratitude. 

'T x1s firſt Converſation being over, and 
De Amie obſerving Amiana often call the 
Chevalier Monſieur Bellmont, and extremely 
amazed to find him the Son of Madam 
De Baſſonville, he deſiring to know the 
Meaning of it, the other replyed, The Mis- 
fortune, that occaſioned his Acquaintance 
with that Lady, being what they were both 
Strangers too, he would inform them, if it 
were agreeable; which they aſſuring him ir 
would be, he proceeded to tell them: His 
Regiment being quartered in the City of 
, he there became acquainted with 
the Count De Orville, who had lately mar- 
ried a very beautiful Woman, with a vaſt . 
Fortune; but, finding herſelf neglected by 
her Husband, ſhe fell into deep Play, to 
amuſe the uneaſy Thoughts, his ill Uſage 
gave her; and he not caring to drink, to 
which the Count was addicted, he rather 
choſe to paſs the Hours with her and the 
Ladies at Play, than with him; which at 
firſt putting him out of Humour, he be- 
came ſo jealous of them, that watching his 
Lady on all Occafions, one Day, as ſhe 
was in an Arbour by herſelf, and the 

1 Chevalier 
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Cbevalier by Accident walking in the Gar- 
den; and perceiving, juſt as he approached 
her, . ſhe had drop'd her Nolegay, he kneel- 
ed down and took it up, te give it her; 
when the, Count ruſhing on them,, with his 
Sword drawn, had certainly ſtab'd him in 
the Back, had not the Lady who ſaw him, 
cryed out; which cauſed him- to turn, and 
retreat back, till he had got his Sword out 
to defend himſelf; in which Rencounter he 
ſoon left the Count for dead. And know- 
ing he had powerful F riends in that City, 
he thought it ſafeſt to conceal himſelf, 
till he ſhould hear whether De Orville re- 
cover'd, or not. That the Gentleman which 
accompanied him to Monfieur De Alben, 
being particularly acquainted with that Fa- 
mily, obrain'd. the F avout—to-conceal him 
there, 'till che Count was out of Danger; 
and then, purſued he, I found too many 
Charms in that Place to be able to depart, 
till I was forc'd by Command to return 
to my Poſt, That Inſtant I waited (as you 
know) on Madam De Bueville, intending 
to inform her, how nearly I had the Ho- 
nour to be related to her. Here he ſtop'd, 

not caring, in De Amie's Preſence, to ex- 
plain himſelf further; who, in that little 
Diſcourſe, had diſcerned too much for his 
Repoſe. | . Tur EY 
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TRE all agreed to return to Madam 
De Baſſonville's, where they found Charlut 
extremely ill, her Mind being racked with 
a thouſand Fears about De Amie, which had 
ſeized her to that Degree, that ſhe was 
fallen into a Fever. They told her all that 
had happened; and ſhe ſoon perceiving Bell- 
mont and her Brother were the ſame, ſhe 
had a few uncertain Hopes, that De Amie, 
finding i it impoſſible to meet with a Return, 
would ceaſe to regard that Lady with fo 
violent a Paſſion: Not but that Thought 
was checked, when ſhe reflected, it was 
ſcarce in the Power of F orryng to render 
her the leaſt Remedy. 

DE AMTE, being ſenſible it grew late, 
left the Chevalier and the Ladies to their 
Repoſe. De Baſenville, the Moment they 
were alone, began to complain to Amiana 
of her ſevere Treatment, in not only ſo 
cruelly refuſing to ſee him, but {till to con- 
tinue it, by never vouchſafing to return 
the leaſt Anſwer to his Letters. To which 
that Lady replied, She did not imagine her 
Actions could give him any Pain, ſince 
| Magemoifelle Villarette made him ſuch fa- 
vourable Returns, The Amazement that 
appeared in the Chevaher's Looks at her 
Words, being mix'd with an Air, which 
ſhowed 
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fhowed how little he comprehended her 
Meaning, that now hoping ſhe might have 
been deceived, ſhe explain'd to him all (he 
had before told his Siſter. Nothing could 
equal his Aſtoniſhment, he, in reality, ne- 
ver having a Thought of Love or Marri- 
age for Villarette; with the moſt ſolemn 
Proteſtations aſſuring her, he ſcarce ever 
ſpoke to her, 'till the Day before Amiana 
was to return home ; and then, perceiving 
ſhe was Miſtreſs of leſs Senfe than her Si- 
ſters, imagining ſhe would not ſo eaſily gueſs 
his Deſign, he owned, with Complaiſance 
ſuitable to the Occaſion, that he preſg'd 
her to make him happy with her Company 
to Madam De Bueville. And indeed, pur- 
ſued he, after you were gone, I obſerved 
' the favoured me very much with her Com- 
pany: Giving an impertinent Account, how 
you ſeem'd out of Humour, at her pro- 
poſing to viſit you with me; with other in- 
fgnificant Diſcourſe, how little reaſon ſhe 
had to believe you her Friend. Indeed, re- 
plied Amiana, I often thought, Mademot helle 
Villarettè's Vanity cauſed ber to imagine 
your Paſſion equal to her Charms. Yer, 
purſued ſhe, it is a Folly unparallel'd, on 
fo ſlight an Occaſion, to form an Idea of a 
. ſo violent, as chat of marrying a 
Perſon 
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Perſon of her ſlender Fortune. But the Che- 
valier aſſuring her, by a thouſend Proteſta- 
tions, he had never the leaſt Thought, nor 
ever expreſſed any, but on his Deſign to 
prevail on her to let him accompany her in 
her next Viſit to Madam De Bueville's, at 
length he diſperſed all that lovely Lady's 
Doubts. She began to treat him with leſs 
Reſerve; while he, with the Force and Elo- 
quence of his unfeigned Paſſion, made ber 
ſenſible how much he ſuffered by that cruel 
Miſtake; what Grief he ſuſtained, to be 
forc'd to depart as he did; and how his 
Unhappineſs was increaſed, when he found 
ſhe would not vouchſafe him the leaſt Line. 
He further added, He had reſolved, as ſoon 
as he was at Liberty, to return to De Alben, 
which his Friend prevented, by letting him 
know of Madam De Bueville's Death, with 
the happy News, that Amiana was gone to 
live with his Mother; which, faid he, ſo 
increaſed my Impatience ro ſee you, that 
with Difficulty I obtain'd, for ſome Months, 
to leave my Poſt, on deſiring to be join'd 
with another, on a particular Meſſage from 
the General ro Mecænas. 

THESE Lovers, now wanting nothing 
to compleat their Happineſs, but ſome few 
Fears about their F riends, the Chevalier, 

reflecting, 
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reflecting with Concern, not only What 
he might ſuffer from De Amie's Reſent- 
ment, when he found him his Rival, but 
alſo dreaded 'Mecenas's Indignation, being 
very ſenſible, unleſs his Mother interpoſed, 
he was of too unforgiving a Temper not 
to reſolve his Ruin; yet theſe Misfortunes 
ſeem'd but Trifles; compared to the Hap- 


pineſs of being bleſt with Amiana; Charlet 


having aſſured him, that lovely pa 


Heart: was entirely his. 


DE AMIE. found the Night more te- 


— than the Lovers thought it ſhort 


in the engaging Society of each other. For 
tho' they imagined, they had behaved with 
that Reſerve, not to give him the leaſt 
Suſpicion, yet the Tranſports, with which 
the Chevalier flew to her Relief, the Joy 
he expreſs'd for having reſcued her, join'd 
with-their being formerly acquainted, with 
good reaſon made De Amie fear a Rival 
in his Friend; a Rival too, he imagined 


happy in his Miſtreſs's Favour. But, tho 


theſe Thoughts cauſed the violenteſt Grief, 
that a jealous Lover could feel, yet he had 
a Generoſity in hid Temper, that made him 
reſolve, if they had real Friendſhip. for each 
other, not to oppoſe their Happineſs, un- 
10 he * by it compleat his own: Ra- 
| ther 
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ther chooſing eternally to baniſh Love, and 
Amiana from his Breaſt, than certainly to 
obtain her, by any of thoſe unworthy Ways 
he thought ſo baſe in his Father. And re- 
ſolving from Amiana to hear his Doom, he 
soſe early the next Day, and went thither. 
That Lady received him with the Reſpect 
due to his Quality, and the late Obligation 
ſhe had to him. But when he began to 
talk to her in the Stile of a Lover, ſhe ſoon 
made him ſenſible, it was only in her Power 
to eſteem him. And artfully turning the 
Diſcourſe, {he began, with. a Smile, to tell 
him, he deſerved little Compaſſion: from 
the Sex, who had ſuffered the moſt valu- 
able Perſon in the World to pine many 
Vears, under the moſt poignant Grief, which 
a violent Love, join'd with Deſpair, could 
feel. On this Occaſion, ſhe took care to 
deſcribe all Charlot's Virtues, the Sweetneſs 
of her Temper, her extreme Modeſty, with 
the Miſery ſhe had ſuſtain'd in endeavour- 
ing to ſubdue her hopeleſs Love; cloſing 
the Diſcourſe with repeating ſeveral of 
thoſe fine Ideas ſhe had of him. And at 

the ſame Time, letting him know, her 
Paſſion had ſo ſtrongly ſeized her, that her 
Life began to be deſpaired of. Theſe Words 
calling to his Mind the Converſation he 
M had 
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had with the Lady at the Maſquerade, he 
liſtened to her with great Attention; and 
having a Soul capable to be touched with 
the tendereſt Sentiments that Paſſion could 
inſpire, he ſoon began to feel all the Power 
of Pity for the afflited Unknown ; nay, when 
he reflected on the Falſhood of Flavia, and 
the Indifference of Amiana, he found a 
thouſand Charms in being beloved; and 
with Impatience, inquired of Amiana the 
Name of this unhappy Fair one. But that 
Lady, reſolving not to uſe Charlet's Confi- 
dence ſo cruelly, as to expoſe her on leſs 
Terms than changing her Miſery to a 
compleat Happineſs, till held him in Suſ- 
penſe, till ſhe had wrought his Eſteem, 
His Curioſity and Pity to the Height. She 
wiſhed, and even, by Degrees, at laſt made 
him ſenſible, it was the agreeable Charle, 
for whom he had always expreſſed ſo great 
an Eſteem. And, indeed, the Moment 
De- Amie began to imagine it was that en- 
gaging Lady, recollecting ſeveral paſt Inci- 
dents, which confirmed all Amiana ſaid, the 
firſt Impreflion that Lady's Charms had 
made on him, began to revive, with ſuch 
Increaſe, that without ſtaying to hear any 
more, he flew to her Chamber ; and kneel- 
ing. by her Bed - ſide, ſeizing her Hand, and 

; ardently 
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 ardently kiſſing it, he faid, Thou deareſt, 
beſt, and moſt engaging of thy Sex! is it 
poſſible, you can regard De Amie with the 
leaſt Tenderneſs? But I will, purſued he, I 
will, by eternally devoting my Heart to you 
alone, make myſelf worthy of Charlot. Oh! 
continued he, pardon my paſt Negle&, and 
believe whilſt there is Life or Motion in 
the Heart of De Amie, only Cbarlot ſhall 
command there. The Surprize this Beha- 
viour of his filled her with, mingled with 
her Shame and Joy, had ſuch an Effect on 
her weak Conſtitution, that, unable to ſup- 
port the Conflict, without ſpeaking a Word, 
ſhe fainted in his Arms; and it was with 
Difficulty they recovered her. 

T n x Chevalier De Baſſonville, perceiving 
De Amie's generous Intention to marry his 
Siſter, in ſpite of the Inferiority of her 
Birth and Fortune, er even Mecenas's Diſ- 
pleaſure ; after he had in the moſt obliging 
Terms expreſs'd his Gratitude for his Con- 
deſcenſion, as not only to make his Siſter 
happy, but alſo making him bleſt, by ge- 
nerouſly leaving Amiana, undiſturbed, ro her 
own Choice, he told him, To convince him 
how much Heaven intereſted itſelf in the 
Actions of the Virtuous, he would begin 
to confirm his Happineſs, by aſſuring him 
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he need not fear Mecenas's Diſpleaſure con- 


cerning Mademoiſelle La Mode; ſhe being, 
that Day he came to Town, married to 
Mpqnfrenr De Aveline. All the Company were 


ſurprized at theſe Words of the Chevalier; 


they knowing that, not above five Days be- 
fore, ſhe had given Madam De Baſſonville 
the Articles ſhe intended for the Marriage 
between her and De Amie. They deſired 
him to inform them, what had cauſed ſo 
ſudden a Change. He told them, As he 
was coming to Town, {he met Monſieur De 
Aveline going to his Couſin the Marqueſs 
De Bree, who was then dangerouſly ill of 
a Fever. The Friendſhip, purſued he, there 
always has been between the Marqueſs and 
myſelf, cauſed me, at De Avelne's Requeſt, 


to turn back, and accompany him thither; 


where we had the Happineſs to find him on 
his Recovery. De Aveline acquainted us 
with the ill Uſage he had received from 
Madam La Mede, fince her Brother's Death , 
on which we perſuaded him to recover her 
by a Stratagem, the Marqueſs De Bree 
thought on. We being informed, the Night 
we arrived, ſhe was come to a Seat of hers, 
about three Miles from thence, as I fince 
underſtood, by the Advice of my Mother, 
who, I ſuppoſe, fearing ſhe might perceive 

your 
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your Coldneſs to the Marriage, before 


your Father could bring you to a Compli- 
ance, had prevailed on her to retire; where 


ſhe ſoon heard the Report of the Marqueſs 


De Bree's Illneſs. Nor was ſhe ignorant, 
by his Death, De Aveline, being the next 
Heir, would ſucceed to the Title and 
Eſtate. Each Day after our Arrival, we 
took care, by the Help of Phyſicians and 
the Marqueſs's Servants, to increaſe the Re- 
port of his Illneſs; and, at length, had it 
whiſpered, he was dead. I then made her 


a Viſit, as coming that Way, and by Ac- 


cident hearing ſhe was in that Part of the 
Country, to know if ſhe had any Command 
to my Mother. Where, as I expected, ſaid 
the Chevalier, ſhe began to talk of the Mar- 
queſs De Bree's Death; and ſoon made me 
ſenfible, ſhe repented her having ſlighted 
De Aveline. It was pleaſant, continued he, 
to hear, how exactly ſhe balanced the dif- 
ferent Advantages and Honours of each 
Match, and how much ſhe was influenced 
with the Thoughts of being the great Me- 
cenas's Daughter; tho' at the ſame Time 
ſhe was conſcious how little Regard you 
had for her. On which, continued he, 1 


* took an Opportunity to inforce, what a Re- 


ſpect De Aveline had for her; adding, I was 


certain, 
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certain, in ſpite of her ill Uſage, if ſhe 
called him back, before he could imagine 
ſhe knew of the Margueſs's Death, he would 
throw himſelf at her Feet. And a little 
making her ſenfible, what Happineſs ſhe 
might expe& from a Huſband that doted 
on her Charms, to the Vexations ſhe muſt 
infallibly meet with from one inſenſible to 
them, it had the Effect we wiſhed. She 
ſent to ſpeak with him ; he waited on her, 
but with an Air of cold Reſpect, till her 
obliging Careſſes (without one Word of De 
Bree's Death) ſo ſoftned him, that, before 
they parted, ſhe prevailed on him to marry ' 
her. In leſs than an Hour after this Mar- 
riage, purſued he, which was made in ſuch 
Haſte, that not one Article, nor the leaſt 
Reſerve for herſelf was made, I took my 
Leave of them, not caring to be preſenr, 
when the Marqueſs De Bree ſhould make a 
Viſit; which I know will be this Morning, 
to thank her for the Honour ſhe has done 
him, in marrying ſo near and worthy a 
Relation. At which De Amie ſmiling, ſaid, 
He feared, ſhe would return the Compli- 
ment with an ill Grace. Nor was he de- 
ceived; for that Lady ſo reſented the Mis- 
fortune of being married to a private Gen- 
tleman, ſhe would not hear of living with 
him, 
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him, *till ſhe had made both her Huſband 
and ſelf ridiculous to the whole Town, 

Bu T to return to the generous De Ame 
who reſolving, in ſpite of all he might 
fear from his Father's Diſpleaſure, imme- 
diately to marry Charlot, the Chevalier 
ſoon prevail'd on Amiana to follow their 
Example. The Ceremony was ſcarce com- 


pleated, before the Return of Madam De 


Baſſonville. 


TA Politician, feeling the extremeſt 
Shame to be detected in an Action ſo baſe, 
which even his own looſe Morals could not 


help thinking unpardonable, he, as is already 


mentioned, after he was diſcovered, went 
immediately to Madam De Baſſonville, and 
told her, in what a ſurprizing Manner he 
was diſcovered by her Son. They were 
extremely concerned leſt Amiana ſhould 
expoſe them both; being conſcious what a 
deteſtable Opinion the Chevalier and that 
Lady muſt have of them; it being impoſſi- 
ble, but that they muſt be ſenſible, ic was 


a Contrivance to rob Amiana of her In- 


nocence, and leave her ignorant, even of 
the cruel Spoiler, 'till they had brought 
her to a better Temper. For, tho Mecæ- 


nas never appear'd, under Pretence of being 


kept in Town * Affairs of the greateſt 
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Conſequence, yet his D:jgui/ſe and Silence, 
amidſt his Violence, made it but too plain, 
he intended never to be known, had not 


the Chevalier by his Chaſtiſement forc'd 


him to cry out, and by that Means diſ- 
covered him. 

AFTER they had Wed 0 
on cooler Thinking they reflected, they 
had leſs reaſon to fear being inſulted by 
the Chevalier than any other Perſon; and 
reſolved, Madam De Baſſonville ſhould; re- 
turn to Town (they being convinced, A. 
miana was fled with her Son) and then ap- 
pear perfectly ignorant of all, only her 
Concern to find Amiana miſſing; intending, 
if her Son ſhould preſume to hint any 
Thing concerning Mecænas, to reſent. it 
with extreme Anger, and poſitively deny 
it, by affirming he had not been at his 
Seat, all the Time they were there, as his 


Family could witneſs. 


Bur, on her 8 the Chevalier de- 


firing to ſpeak with her in private, ſoon 


made her ſenſible, he was perfectly ac- 


quainted with all her Artifices; and re- 


preſenting them in the dark Colours they 
deſerved, that conſcious her Guilt merited 
thus to be detected by her Son, ſhe began 
to be ſenſible, what an odious Part ſhe had 

been 
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been acting. Which the Chevalier perceiv- 
ing, and ſtill amidſt his Reproaches ming- 
ling the Reſpect due to a Parent, at laſt 
concluded with letting her know, how very 
favourable Fortune had been to her Family, 
in diſappointing her Deſigns, and making 
 Charlot happy in the Alliance of De Amie, 
and himſelf in gaining the valuable Ani- 
ana; telling her, now all her Arts muſt be 
employed to ſoften Mecenas's Reſentmenc 
againſt him on Amiana's Score, and gain 
his Pardon for De Amie's Marriage. 
TH x Honour he had done her, in mar- 
trying her Daughter, ſo very much ſurpaſſed 
her Hopes, that now entirely becoming De 
2 Friend, ſhe inſtructed him, how to 
oppoſe, and over-awe his Father's Anger; 
by letting him know, he was fully acquaint- 
ed with his Deſign on Amiana: Tho', by 
the Help of her Son, ſhe fo artfully told 
her Story, that the young Peer believed her 
ignorant of all the Contrivance, but carry- 
ing Amiana to Mecenas's Seat. Which Ad- 
vice, by her Addreſs, had ſo happy an Ef- 


fect, he was: ſoon; reconciled to him, and, 


in Spite of his Ambition, found it a greater 
Difficulty to forgive the Chevalier, who 
had robbed him of every Hope to poſſeſs the 
matchleſs Amiana: Tho', by Degrees, that 


N Lady's 
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Lady's Virtues and Complaiſance turned his 
Paſſion to ſo great an Eſteem, he omitted 
no Opportunity to raiſe the Chevalier De 
Baſſonville to the Height his Good Senſe, 
and uncommon Genius deſerved. 

'YzErT all Mecenas's Power, could not pre- 
vail on Beaufly to make Flavia his Bride: 
Tho”, to avoid that Stateſman's Diſpleaſure, 
he Thoſe rather to travel; and Flavia found 
almoſt too ſevere a Puniſhment, to ſee her- 
ſelf deſpiſed, whilſt Fortune join'd with Vir- 
tue, to compleat che Happineſs of thoſe two 
amiable Ladies, 
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